ere 
» 


ain 


ease 


shh 


hs . os 2; . 
1 Me 


PoP: 


4:4 44 
Par 
23 ARH 


hd 
4 


<< 
fe 
a 
ra 
<0 
ee, 
rs 
“tA 
ris *< 


<4 


¢ 
it 
< 


64 
# 


a4, 
¢- 


ra 
tit 

is 

a 


o¢ 3 
€ 
< 
es 


ae 

a 
Para 
cf e 
tA 8 


ee 
ex 
vid 


dd 
Se) 
“€ ou 
ee 


i & 
ae 2 ae 
Ze 
as Bs 


ot 


eh 


oats 
— 


\ 


\ 


Inn 


bth 


N 


= 


Orissa Review 


March & April 1985 1906 S,E. Vol, XLI No. 8&9 Chaitra & Baisakha 
—_ ie 


EDITORIAL BOARD 

Director : FANIBHUSAN DAS, EAS. 
Editor: B. N, RAIGURU 

Asst. editor : PRAHARAJ S. NANDA 
Associate Editor : B, M. MOHAPATRA 


CHIEF EDITOR: 
SATYANANDA CHAMPATIRAY 


Design by : 
ASIT MUKHERJEE 


Published by: 


INFORMATION & PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT 
Government of Orissa, Bhubaneswar 


Subscription - Printed at. 


pinual—Rs. 6:00 ORISSA GOVERNMENT PRESS. CUTTACK 
® Copy—Re. 0:50 ; 


a ed 
ORISSA REVIEW seeks to provide a condensed record of the activities and 
Official announcement of the Government of Orissa and other useful information. 

any items appear in summarised form. Such items should not be treated as 
omplete and authoritative versions. Although published on behalf of the 
the sanment of Orissa, Information & Public Relations Department, the views in 

Game €xpressed in the “ORISSA REVIEW” are not necessarily those of the 

™nMent of Orissa. 


ee ee iit 


sce | 


— 


CONTENTS 


Reminiscences on Utkal Day—Some Shri Sushil Chandra De 
important events leading to creation of the 
Separate province of Orissa, 


Maharaj K. C. Gajapati, The Pioneer in 


Shri Harihar Kanungo 
Making the Morden Orissa. 


Oriya : A source of Tibetan Script—""Wartu” Dr. Khageswar Mohapatra 


The Creation of Orissa Miss Suchitra Nayak and 


Dr. Narayan Hazary 


Satyabadi Movement of Gopabandhu and_ Shri L. K. Mishra and 
Orissa Liberation. Shri Debaraj Sahoo 


Remembering Ambedkar Shri K. R. Narayanan 


Folk Dance and Music of Phulbani Shri Babulal Doshi 


Agro Festivals of Orissa «+ Shri Sudarsan Sasmal 


Some Aspects of Folk Festivals in Orissa Smt, Sasipriya Devi 


The Practice of 


Infanticide among tha 
Khonds of Orissa. eve 


Shri Bhagaban Sahu 


Success Stories 


Page 


13 


29: 


33 


37 


47 


51 


53 


57 


Governor’s 
Message 


“Grissa is not merely a geographical connotation but the culmination of 
a chain of valiant and dedicated efforts stretching over a period of move than 
One century. Orissa, known in history as Kalinga and Utkal, fell into the 
hands of the British in 1803 and had to reel under the wheels of colonial 
imperialism till 1st April, 1936 when it attained an independent statehood. 
The State, however, acquired its present form only in 1948 after amalgamation 
of the 26 princely States. It was left to a handful of people like Utkal Gourab 
Madhusudan Das, Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das, Shri Krushna Chandra 
Gajapati Dev and others to consummate the fusion of the ait, culture and glory 
Of ancient Utkal with the present; it was indeed a herculean task for them to 
~ festore the political and cultural separateness and identity of the State. This 
difficult process could be carried to its logical conclusion only with the 
Sacrifice and suffering of an incalculable magnitude of scores of freedom 
fighters, poets, novelists, playwrights and visionaries, each one of whom had 
Contributed his mite to the achievement of the object. 


In its present* form, Orissa represents nearly 4 per cent of the total 
landscape with alnaet an identical p centage of population of the country. 
The State is endowed with all the bounties of nature of a scale and magnitude 
Not easily comparable. It is rich in iron-ore, manganese ore, chromite, 
-buxite, graphite, fireclay; has a long coast-line, extensive hill ranges and 
Verdent green forests. Its flora and fauna have been the feast of many eyes 
both Within the country and abroad. It has a salt water lake which is hard 
to Surpags jn beauty and resources and which has stirred the imagination of 
Many literary luminaries of the State to depth. The major port at Paradeap 


is reminiscent of the ancient glory connected with navigational trade ang 
commerce in which the Siate at one time had established its supremacy in 
South-East Asia. li is indeed an irony that despite such abundence of natural 
resoutces, the Siete continues to lag behind other States of the country both 
in terms of economic growth and per capita income. The tempo of develop- 
ment of the State has no doubi been accelerated during the 


last few years 
with a massive dose of industrial 


isation in general and generation of additional 
employment potential through a number of employment and income-generating 
schemes for the pocr end under-privileged in Particular. Tourism and 
eseposure cf O.issen culture to the outside world has also gathered 
momentum. A'l-round development of the State may not, however, be 
construed io be the isolated responsibility of few ind 


ividuals or insiitutions of 
Governm.eni; it is necessa: 


y to view it aS a comulative Product 


of unremitting 
endeavours of all individuals end égencies. 


On the occesion of the celebration of 


respeciful homage to the outstanding sons and maityrs of Orissa who indivi- 
dually and unitedly fought for achieving the goal of separate Statehood and 
who hed distinguished themselves in diverse spheres of art, 
culture. | also cel! upon all sections of people 
creed end politica! affiliztions to sink their 


‘individual pride end Prejudices and work unitedly for the- all-round develop- 


ment of the State, inspired by a sense of collective pri 
being Orissans end by th 


The Stute which 


the Orissa Day | offer my 


literature and 
irrespective of their caste, 
differences, to rise above their 


de and distinction of 
e vision of a strong, vibrant and resurgent Utkal, 


‘S only a limb of the nation will ultimately be able to 
fruitfully contribute to the task of national reconstruction and 


with the mainstream of national development only 
af a strong, solid and united whole d 


identity itself 
if it presents the picture 
espite existence of divergent parts,” 


Reminiscences on Utkal Day 
Some important events leading 


to creation of the separate province 
of Orissa 


Shri Sushil Chandra De 


ANXXNXXXNXXXXNNXXNXNXNNXNNXANNNNNNNNNANNNNNNNNNNAXNAXXNXXNXAXNXNXXNXNN 
1882 
June, 30 = A meeting of the pronin2nt citizens of Orissa like Hariballabh Bose, 


Madhusudan Das, Raja of Dompara, Haji Abdul Raheman Musa, 
Priyanath Chatterji and others met in the premises of Cuttack Printing 
Company to convey the feeling of gratitude of Orissa to Viceroy, 
Lord Ripon for Government Resolution relating to Local Self-Govern- 
ment. 


August, 16 A meeting of the prominent citizens of Cuttack including two 


Europeéns, Wilkinson and Mr. Davidson was held in the premises 
of Cuttack Printing. 


The first Political Organisation of Orissa, the Utkal Sabha was 
established on the suggestion of Madhusudan Rao. Chaudhuri 
Kasinath Das elected as President, Haji Thulammad Rahaman 
Musa and Nanda Kishore Das as Vice-President and Gouri Sankar 
Ray as Secretary. 


Another meeting wes held in Ravenshaw College and it was 
decided to establish an institution under the name, “The Committee 
of the common people of Orissa’’ under the Presidentship of Rev. 
Sam Sahee. 

The first meeting of Utkal Sabha was held. A Resolution dividing 
Cuttack into 6 wards with three candidates in each was adopted. 
Second meeting of Utkal Sabha— Question of constitution of Local 


Boards was considered end resolution recommending selection of 
members from thanas was passed, 


August, 21 


September, 1 


1883 

May, 26 -. Third meeting of the Utkal Sabha—A Resolution requesting 
Government not to deny the Indian Judges the power of trying 
Europeans in the Illbert Bill was passed. 

1886 


Two more political Organisations, the National Society of Balasore 
and the Utkal Hitaisinic Samaj of Ganiam were established 


March, 3 


December, 19 


1895 
May, 3 


May, 11 


1903 


April, 11 and 12 


June, 22 


September, 6 


December, 3 


A meeting of Utkal Sabha was held. Resolutions adopted by the 


Indian National Conference at Bombay Session were explained to 
the people. 


A meeting of Utkal Sabha under ithe Presidenitship of Kelipada 
Banerji was held for election of Members es delegates to Calcutta 


Session of 1. N. Congress. Madhusudan Das, Kalipada Banerji, 
Hariballabh Bose and Golaka Behari Bose ware elected. 


Madhusuden Das was elected es President of Uitkal Sabha on thé 
demise of Chaudhuri Kzsinath Das, 


The Chief Commissioner of G. P. ordered exclusion of Oriya as 
Court lenguage in Sambalpur.’ 


A meeting of Utkal Sabha was held under the Presidentship of M. S. 
Das Order of abolition of Oriya as Court language in Sambalput 
was severely criticised énd it wes decided to submit a memorial to 
the Government of India against the order, 

Mr. Coka, Commissioner of Orissa in his 
1894 proposed emalgamétion of Semb 
of Patna, Sonepur, Rairakhol, 
Genjam district 
Orissa proper. 


administrative report for 
alpur, district, tributary States 
: Bamra, Kalahandi whole or pait of 
with States of Ghumesar and Kimedi with 


Utkel Union Conference was. starte 
amalgamation of all Oriya speaki 
Province. The movement was called 
Utkel Union Conference was held 


d for carrying on agitation for 
ng to form a separate Orissa 
Oriya Movement. The first of 
at Cuttack on the 6th January 1903, 


A meeting of the Ganjam National Conference was held at Berham- 


pur. M. §S. Das, Nendakishore Bal, Biswanath Kar, Faki 
: ’ akir 
Senapati and Gopabendhu Des attended the meeting, Mele 


A meeting of the Utkal Scbha Wes held 
Presidentship of M.S. Des, The meeting 
prominent citizens of Cuttack including three European ladi A 
resolution requesting Governor General to Unite all ae at 

@rees under one administration WéS péssed. Ore sea 


at Cutteck under the 
Wes well attended by 


Some prominent members é a 
Gouri Sanker Ray, ona nee 
Commissioner in a dep 
the people of 
from Bengal, 


including M. S. Des 
Kanika, etc., met the 
acquainted him of the feeling of 
Sstion of separation of Oriss4 


Utation end 
Otissa on the qu 


& Government of India wrote 4 
ngal Proposing emalgamation ° 

and Madras with Bengal in ordé? 
hats Pensated for the loss of Dacca, Raisat 
Al according to Lord Curzon’s scheme © 


that Bengal May be com 
Chittaganj and 
Partition of Beng 


December, 8 


1904 


1904 
December, 28 


1906 


April, 13 and 14 .. 


1905 


1906 
December, 26 & 27 


1907 


1908 
April, 19 


December 


1910 
December, 30 & 31 


First meeting of Utkala Sammilani at Cuttack. Delegates from 
Midnapur, Sambalpur, Ganjam, Ruling Chief of Mayutbhanj, 
Keonjhar, Talcher, Dhenkanal, Athagarh, etc. Editor A. B. Paitrika 
besides attended the meeting. In the deliberations steps of 
improvement of literature end progress of education end trade and 
commerce were decided upon. 


M. S. Des, was honoured with the title of C. I. E. 


2nd meeting of Uikala Sammilani at Cuttack under the Presidentship 
of the Raja of Dharakot. Delegates from Ganjam, Midnapur end 
Kharsuar attended the meeting. Ruling Chief of Mayurbhenj end 
the Rajas of Kanika, Madhupur, Sukinda, Hindol, Keonjhar, etc., 
among others aitended ihe meeting. Resolutions thenking Lord 
Ripon end the Governor of Bengal for other sympathy for the people 
of Orissa, steps for improvement of agriculture, textile industries, 
education end language and literature for pessed. 


3rd Session of the Uikal Sammilani at Balasore under the President- 
ship of the Raja of Talcher. Raja Baikuntha Nath De of Belesore 
wes the Chairmen of the Reception Committee. It was decided 
to set up a Committee for raising. Subscription of Rs. 20,000 for 
én Engineering School. 


Sambalpur was transferred to Orissa by the orders of Lord Ampthik 
acting Viceroy of India. 


Fourth Session of the Uikal Sammilani was held at Berhampur under 
the Presideniship of the Raja of Kenika. A Resolution thanking the 
Governor of Madras for steps taken for improvement in egriculture 
and female education wes passed. 


M.S. Das gave evidence before the Royal Commission and urged 
for formation of Orissa province. 


Fifth Session of Utkal Sammilani was held under the Chairmanship 
of the Raja of the Sarangi. Personnel of Central and District 
Committees were selected. M.S. Das was thenked for his work 
in Englend for the cause of Orissa. 


6th Session Uikal Conference at Cuttack under the Presidentship of 
Raja of Athagada. Chandrasekhar Scholarship was decided to ba 
made permanent. 


Seventh Session of Uikal Sammilani at Cuttack under the President- 
ship of Raja Baikuntha Nath De. Draft rules for District Committees 
were passed, 


1911 


1912 
June 


1912—16 


1917 


D2c2n27, 3) & 31 


1910 
July 


Saptamd97, 21 as 


1919 


Ap:il, 19 and 20... 


May 


1920 


Despatch of Lord Hardinge on the question of redistribution of the 
territories of provinces. The case of Orissa was omitted causing 
deep resentment among the people of Orissa. 


Lord Curzon spoke for tha causa of the p20ple of Orissa during the 
Passage of the Government of India Bill in the House of Lords. 


Eighth Sessions of tha Utkal Sammilani were held at different cities 
of Orissa under the Chairmanship of M.S. Das and other prominent 
memb2s of the Commitiee. Various Resolutions for all round 
improvement of the conditions of the people of Orissa were passed 


and steps for carrying on agitation for a separate province of 
Orissa. 


A deputation consisting of M.S. Das, Raja of Kanika, Brajesundat 
Das, Pandit Gopobandhu Das, Rai Sudam Charan Naik Bahadur end 
Raja of Tergarh, Gayam, waited on Mr. Montagu and Lord Chemus 
ford and submitted a memorial for creation of a separate province 
of Orissa, The Oriya, an English weekly was published as mouth 
piece of U. Sammilani. 


13th Session of Utkal Sammila 


} ni was held at Cuttack under the 
Chairmanship of Fakir Mohan So, : : ace 


napati. 


Montagu Chemus report was Published. Formation of Provincial 


states or sub-states for uniform linguistic or racial areas of 
provinces was to b2 taken up after Suggested constitutional 
reforms, 


Sp2cial Sassion of U:kal Simmila 
Presidantship of M. S. Das. 
her future ware passed, 


niwas hald at 


Cuttack under the 
Tw) Rosolutions re ga 


tding Orissa and 


Tne fourteanth Session of Utkal Sam nilani 

Presidentship of Pandit Gopabindnu Das 
Governmant for formation of tha O'issy 
tion of outlying O‘iya-Spraking ty 


e 
was held under th 
» Resolution urging 
Province with amalgama- 
acts was Pa ssed, 


ec of tha franshise Conn'ties was published. i 
2mMnNonde : 
enema: bin and rural seats, 0” 


tell 
land holders, 10 in # 


ee SS min oat nee 
agabandhu Sinha, Resolution acceP” 


Congress programme f : 
& for 
resulted jn separation national struggle was passed. 


‘ f cial 
Corarce: Of U. Sammilani, from Utkal Provin 


1924 oxa 


1928 = 


1931 


September, 8 


1932 


August 


1936 = 


Plot-82, Bapujinagar 
Bhubaneswar-9 


Philip - Daff Committee was appointed to enquire on the ‘spot 
regarding the Qriya inhabitants of Madras Presidency towards the 
question of amalgamation with Orissa, the tracts occupied by them. 
After due enquiry the Committee gave a favourable report 
on amalgamation of Oriya-Speaking areas of the Madras Presi- 
dency with Orissa. 


Simon Commission. 

The case of Orissa was presented before the Commission by the 
authorities of Utkal Sammilani. Commission in its report 
recommended the appointment of a Sub-Committee to investigate 
in to the justification of the claims of the people of Orissa for a 
separate province. A Sup-Gommittee was formed under the 
Chairmanship of Mr. C. R. \Nth2. After due enquiry the Committee 
came to the conclusion th:< grievances of the Oriya-speaking 
people were founded and their demand was __ substantially 
supported by the people. 


In the Round Table Conference at London, Maharaja of Parla- 
Khemedi as reylresentative of Oriya-speaking people put up the 
demand of the Oriya-speaking people for a separate province. 


Orissa Boundary Committee was formed by the Resolution 
No, 31 F-12-VI dated the 8ih September 1931. 


Report of O’ Dounel Committee was published. Claims of Utkal 
Sammilani in respect of Midnapur, Singhbhum and other areas 
were rejected, 


A special Session of U. Sammilani was held at Berhampur, to 
consider the situation. A deputation under the leadership 
of Maharaja of Parlakhemedi submitted a memorandum to the 
Viceroy of India, Lord Cribingdon. 


Joint Select Committee of the Parliament recommended inclusion 
Oriya-speaking portion of Parlakheynedi and impartible estate of 
Jeypore in addition to the areas’ recommended by O’ Dounel 
Committee. The deputation from Orissa for the purpose consisted 
of Maharaja of Parlakhemedi, Raja Bahadur of Khallikot, B. Das 
and Lingaraj Panigrahi. 


Creation of the Province of Orissa 


After long struggle of the people of Orissa for a separate province 
at last ended and their goal was achieved. The separate province 
of Orissa came into effect from 1st April 1936. 


IDCO 


Orissa 


Sudustrial Dufrasteucture Development 
Corporation 


(A GOVERNMENT OF ORISSA UNDERTAKING) 


Offers : 


Industrial sheds, developed plots in strategically located 


growth centres 
like Chandaka, Cuttack, Rourkela and Paradip. 


With all facilities like Power, Watersupply, drainage, roads, etc. 


Promotes Industrial Housing, 


undertakes construction on agency basis 
to suit your requirement. 


Helps you to locate suitable sites. 


Our Speciality : 


Quick Service, result—oriented adv 


ice, professional 
Constructon, Power and Water-supp 


Quidance o 
ly problems. ee 


Let IDCO feature in your Industrial future 


Phone : 52828 


55464 
Gram : INFRA M. M. Mohanty 
Telex : 0675-305 


Managing Director 


IDCO, Bhubaneswar 
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Maharaja K. C. Gajapati, 
The Pioneer in Making the 


Modern Orissa 


Shri Harihar Kanungo 


= 
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T 
i he Ist of April, 1936, happens to be an. Narayan Dev, C. I. E. passed away and 
Portant incident in the history of Orissa, Paralakhemundi Zamindary was soon taken 


Race moulded the destiny of the Oriya 
is ae who were vivisected not only 
img ae possession but also in 
Whole Se Cultural standards on the 
atrioti rom 1903 onwards a group of 
athe ii Oriya leaders attempted —_to 
caeeane all Oriya speaking areas under 
as Be eiministretion, In 1914 the young 
hri paneer’ Mahareja of Paralakhemundi 
ope ns Chandra Gajapati was 
© 6 ted With the national movement of 
auinee demanding a sepatate Oriya 
aspirati Which gave a new shape to the 
ae Ons of the Oriyas. Mr. Madhusudan 
for has ote the Maharaja at Paralakhemundi 
affairs active participation in the National 
true Of the Oriyas. His blessings came 

With the pioneering activities of the 


aharaja tj fi 
atill a new Orissa province was 
otmed © P 


ae in 193g. It would not be out of 
ers to give a short account on the 
Onality of the Maharaja and his 


adm; 
for able works, which will be remembered 
Ver by generations of Oriya people. 


den *haraja Krushna Chandra Gajapati a 
an Cendant of the Great Ganga dynasty was 
illustrious son of Modern India. He 
ik born on 26th April, 1892 at 10-45 p. m. 
old 3 5, when he was only twelve Years 
* his father Goura Chandra Gajapatl 


by the Court of wards. The wards looked 
after his Secondary Education which he 
prosecuted at the local high school. After 
completion of his Secondary Education, he 
entered the “Newington College” at 
Madras. His Guardian tutor Mr. Marrison’s 
behaviour and character influenced hima 
lot. After completing a successful 
career, he returned back to Paralakhemundi 
in September 1912. The charge of estate 


was handed over to Krushna Chandra 
Gajapati on his attaining majority by 
Mr. N. Macmichael, I. C. S., agent to the 


Court of wards in Ganjam on 26th April, 
1913. 


After taking the possession of the 
management of his Zamindary, he 
constructed the extension of existing 
school building and named it as Marrison 
Extension in the memory of his beloved 


tutor Mr. Cameran Marrison. 


In 15th May, 1913 Raja Saheb donated 
Five hundred rupees to the Utkal Sahitya 
Samaj and in the next month on the 9th 
June, 1913, he contributed the same 
amount to the Satyavadi School of Sakhi- 
Gopal on account of ‘‘Aviseka Utsava’’. 


In 20th January, 1914 he married to the 
Princess of Kharsawan (Now in Bihar). 


In 30th August, 1914 Lord Pentland, _the 
then Governor of Madras wrote a leiter to 
Raja Saheb, who was the Zamindar of 
Paralakhemundi for his generous and 
Patriotic subscription of half lakh rupees to 
Madras War Fund and another half lakh 
Tupees to the Imperial Fund Organised by 
His Excellancy, the Viceroy. 


In 26th and 27th December, 1914 ithe 
10th Session of Utkal Sammilani was held 
at Parlakhemundi under the auspicious 
Presidentship of Vikram Dev Burma, Rajah 
of Jeypore who was the maternal uncle 
of the Maharaja. He was the Chairman 
of the reception committee and spent ten 
thousand rupees for this occasion. In_ this 
Sammilani it was upheld that (1) Oriya 
Language should be the official language 
of Singhbum, Jeypore and Phuljhar end 
(2) Jeypore was demanded to be a separate 
district. This conference was a source of 
inspiration to the Raja Saheb to take steps 
for the unification of Orissa State. 


During the 1st World War in 1918, he 
was made the Honorary Second Lieutenant 
of His Majesty’s Indian Land Forces and 
was promoted to the rank of a Captain. 
His sincere and ~ efficient discharge of 
duties as a Military Officer, was very much 
appreciated by His Majesty's Government. 
In 1918 the distinction of Raj\h was 


conferred on him, which was made 
hereditary in 1922 and subsequently in 
1936 he was made “Maharaja”. ‘he title 


of K. C. I. E. was also conferred upon him. 


Maharaja Saheb had Plunged headlong 
into the Oriya movement 
popular opinion and he 
Philip Duff Committee, which 
im 1924 on the desire of t 
Ganjam to merge with Orissa, 
Government of India about the desire of 


the people of Ganjam and Koraput for 
amalgamation with Orissa. 


by Organising 
Convinced the 
Was appointed 
he people of 
to report the 


Krushna Chandra Gajapati 


_ Krus improved the 
‘tigation system bi 


Y Planning a dam and 
dug many water reservoirs, such as 
Rama Sagar, Sita Sagar and Krishna Sagar 
etc. His zeal and eae 


: accomplishment in 
agriculture was methodical 


d and  scientif; 
which attracted both the Madras a “4 
ment and the Central se 


Government Th 
the Central Government appointed him she 


member of the Royal Agricultural Commi- 
ssion (Lord Linlithgow Commission) of 
1927 and his opinions were always upheld 
with respect. He was also made the 
Honorary Adviser and visitor of the 
Government Agricultural College, Coimbatore 
and a member of the Governing Body and 
Scientific Advisory Board of the Indian 
Research Fund Association. During the 
Course of his tour with Royal Agjicultural 
Commission, he visited Burma in November 
1927. He brought the new variety of 
Sugarcan? seedling from Burma and 
introduced in his home farm which in course 
of time has cultivated in every part 0 
Ganjam. This new variety yielded large 
quantity of juice for preparation of jaggelY. 


In the field of education and activities fot 
the welfare of the People, he appears a8 
an outstanding figure among men of his 
Class. A number of free byarding and 
lodging, innumberable scholarships, freeships 
and loan stipend, eic., were provided to 
enable the poor Siudenis to have an access 
to higher education. Scholarships wel@ 
also provided for Meritorious and deservind 
Students to go to distant Places like Madras 
Delhi and outside India for higher education: 
He has Contributed a lakh of rupees for the 


establishment of two fellowships _ fol 
research on Human, 


ar Animal and Plant 
Nutrition. Above all,in the matter of 
award of these Scholarships, no distinctiow 


of colour, caste Or race was Made, 

h Institute of Bidyadhat- 
claims to be one of thé 
institute in the world: 
y the Maharaja _ in we 
P. K. Parija, the thea 
'@. Had he not taker 
the establishment of this Ric? 


The Rice Researc 
Pur, Cuttack which 
Prestigious 
Was established pb 
Suggestion of Dr, 
Director of Agriculty 
steps for 


Research Institute, that would have gon? 
to Khulna now in Bangladesh. 

New Hostel buildings for the colled? 
and Schoo} Students, Sanskrit Colle9% 
a gitls High School both for Oriya 4 
Telugu Students at a cost of Rs. 30,000" 
Middle schools, U.P, andl. P. School 
Industrial School, Ideal Agricultural Home fa’, 
Choultry and Rice-cum-Oil Mills, etc. W 


Some of the institutions and establishme"™ 
Constructed by the Maharaja. Construct! 
Works Of public utility like the 52 ‘i 
narrow gauge railway line connee 


ng 


Parlakhemundi to Gunupur at a cost of 
tupees 18 lakhs is one of the most 
distinguished contributions of the Maharaja. 
The introduction of that narrow gauge 
rail link helped the Maharaja to visit his 
Zamindari and other prominent leaders 
moved from village to village at the time 
of Oriya movement to improve ithe 
commercial and industrial activities of the 
Indegenous people. He established a full 
fledged veterinary hospital which is now 
Maintained under the State Government. 


He donated a sum of rupees one lakh 
for the esyablishment of nutrition Research 
Institute at Coonoor with the condition 
that a seat should be reserved every year 
for a deserving Oriya student to do 
researarch in that institution. 


He also donated twenty thousand rupees 
for the development on the major aspects 
on Agriculture and ten thousand rupees 
to the Rama Krishna Kutir managed by the 
Rama Krishna Sevaka community where 
infant and poor students were taken care 
Of which give us an account: of the 
Maharaja's genuine interest in research and 
Social Service. 


On 7th November, 1927 Simon 
Commission was formed, for reformation of 
ndian constitution, but the All-India 
Congress Committee did not co-operate 
with the commission’s work, as there was 
difference between the British Policy and 
the congress demands. But Maharaja of 
Paralakhemundi, who was eager to get a 
New province for the Oriya speaking people 
Suggested that it was wise to co-operate 
With the commission otherwise it would 
Cause distortion to fulfill the object of the 
Oriya. So he met the Simon Commission 
at Madras and presented a memorandum 
dimanding a separate province for the 
Oriyas. He also advised Braja Sunder Das 
& others at Cuttack to meet the Commission 
While visiting Patna. 


In April, 1930 Maharaja Krushna Chandra 
Gajapati contested the election of the 
Madras Legislative Assembly from the 
Ganjam constituency and was declared 
elected from the then justice party of 
Madras. 


Hs 


He was recommended by the Government 
of Bihar and Orissa to represent the Oriyas 
in the 1st Round Table conference in 
London on 16th January, 1931 to consider 
the report of sub-committee No. IX. At the 
said conference Maharaja delivered a_histo- 
rical speech, which convinced the members 
of the conference for the formation of 
separate province of Oriyas and they con- 
cluded with acceptance of the Orissa 
province unanimously. It is interesting to 
note here that Maharaja stressed upon the 
financial position of the new province of 
Orissa addressing the members, ‘You are 
aware that the Simon. Commission, the 
Government of India despatch and all the 
provincial Governments concerned have 
recognised the urgent necessity for the 
immediate solution of the question. The 
question of finance, however, is evidently 
the only obstacle in the way of their 
recommending the formation of a separate “ 
province for the Oriyas. My answer to that 
is that finance is not, after all, a fence of 
such insurmountable dimensions when we 
have to save a great histotic race’ with 
ancient civilisation and culture. from being 
obliterated. The old saying ‘cut your coat 
according to the cloth’ if strictly applied, 
comes io the rescue, to a great extent in 
forming the long-sought after . Orissa 
province”. 


In the eighth plenary meeting of the 1st 
Round Conference on 19th January, 1931. 
Krushna Chandra Gajapati expressed grati- 
tude to the concerned British Prime Minister 
and \V. 1. Ps. He moved the proposal 
before the 1st Round Table Conference for 
the formation of a separate province which 
Was unanimously accepted by all members 
present in the 1st Round Table Conference. 


He exercised personal influence over 
Sir Samuel Hoare, Secretary of State and 
other members of the Round Table Confe- 
rence, aS a result of which we have got the 
announcement of a separate province. 


In 1932, in a special conference of Uitkal 
Sammilani at Cuttack Town Hall presided 
by Rai Bahadur Laxmidhar Mohanty, 
Maharaja Krishna Chandra Gajapati was 
highly congratulated. And in the next year 
on 12th February, 1933 on the request of 
Utkal Gauraba Madhusudan, the strong 


| Dy i 


willed Maharaja Saheb delivered an excellant 
speech on the unity and Solidarity of the 
Oriya people. 


On the 12th January, 1933 during the 
session of the Third Round Table Conference 
in London, Sir Samuel Hoare who attended 
the Orissa dinner as the Chief guest said 
that the Maharaja of Parlakhemundi put the 
case of the Orissa province at the First 
Round table Conference in 1931, and 
Stressed on the Prime Minister of Britain. 


On 17th Match, 1933 the white-paper 
was published in. which the details of the 
Working process of the new constitution of 
India were given, where some important 
portions of the Oriyas were left out. This 
caused great displeasure among the Oriyas 
who protested vehimentaly against the 
British decision on the boundary of the new 
Orissa province. All Parties Conference 
was held at Cuttack, in which a resolution 
was _ passed condemning the white Paper 
decision. A new phase of movement for 
amalgamation — of Parlakhemundi and 
Joypore was started throughout Orissa. 
‘Maharaja of Parlakhemundi moved the 
vice-Roy to reconsider On the portions of 
boundaries left out from the new province 
of Orissa. A strong deputation headed by 
the Maharaja met the vice-Roy, Lord 
Willingdon at Simla. Meanwhile the Maha- 
raja of Parlakhemundi moved another reso- 
lution in the Land Holders Association of 
India to reconsider the question of amal- 
gamating Parlakhemundi 
areas with Orissa. 
Convinced by the a in 
the to him at 
a report 


akhemundi 
The committee 
S awarded their 
algamation of maj 


and Jeypore 
after hearing 
recommen- 
ority Oriya 


from both side 
dation for am 
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speaking portions only. Hence the Parla- 
khemundi estate was deivided into two 
Parts. The first part including the town 
area of Parlakhemundi was added in Orissa 
and the remaining portion was left out. 
On April, 1934 the map which was 
presented by the Makaraja with bifurcation 


of his estate was accepted by the Secretary 
of State London. 


In 1st April. 193g Orissa was amalga- 
mated to a separate State with the diffe- 
rent Oriya speaking areas. The Maharaja 
Played the most important role for the 
unification of the Oriya speaking tracts. 
which was brought about by the vision, 
courage and political sagacity of a few 


dedicated men. Patriotism in him was 
inborn. 
On 1st  Aprl, 1937, Sir John Austin 


Hubback, Governor of Orissa invited the 
Maharaja to form the First Ministry as the 
leader of the National Party. He was the 
Prime Minister of Orissa on 1st April, 1937, 
when representative Government was First 
formed. Mandhata Gora Chand Pattanaik & 
Latifur Rahman were appointed as the 
members of the Cabinet and the first mini- 
stry continued till 18th July, 1937. After 
that the Maharaja Saheb become the Chair- 
man of Ganjam_ District Board to do cons- 
tructive works for the people. He was also 
the member of the Royal Society of Arts 


and also the Indo-British Trade Negotiations 
In 1938. 


During the Second World War there was 
3 Pact between Mahatma Gandhi and the 
British Government regarding the intro- 
duction of dominion status in India. S0 
the general election took place which 
Was contested by fhe Congress candi- 
dates and Successfully the congress won 
the election. Accordingly, the Biswanath 
Was formed in Orissa. But 
time the Congress ministly 
m the Maharaja of Parla- 
Was elected as the leader of the 
tV on 24th November 1941 and 
till 30th June, 1944 to form the 
in Orissa, Members like Pandit 
Godavarish Misra and Moulabi Sovan Khan 
were taken into the ministry apart from 
Gora Chand Pattnaik, 


justice par 
continued 
Ministry 


He was nominated as a member of vw 
Indian Defence Council in the year 1941-44" 


During his tenure of office as the Prime 
Minister of Orissa he passed the Uikal Uni- 
versity Act (Act XIII of 1943) in 1943. The 
University was inaugurated on the 27ih 
November 1943. He donated all his pay 
and T. A. for the development of the Uikal 
University. In rightful recognition of his 
Services and for his eminence in public 
affairs the Utkal University conferred on him 
the Degree of 1. L. D. He was a life 
Member of the Uikal University. He contri- 
buted a handsome amount for promoting 
research in rice and cultivation. The S.C.B. 
Medical College was established on the 1st 
June 1944 and Major R. T. Hicks was 
appointed as first Principal. The first batch 
of. students were adnmiitted from ithe 13th 
July 1944. 


It was planned by the Maharaja for the 
establishment of the High Court of Orissa 
during his premiership which could be 
Materialised on the 26th July 1948. 


_ Maharaja donated Gold to the War Fund 
In the Indo-China War and five thousand 
rupees for the spread of the Oriya language 
and culture at Singhbhum. In his premier- 
Ship, he constructed Gajapati Nagar near 
Pulur (now in Andhra Pradesh) to establish 
the famine affected people. He contributed 
Tupees three thousand as the printing cost 
for “Oriya Dictionary” written by Gopinath 
Nanda and donated rupees five thousand 
for “Purna Chandra Bhasa Kosha”. 


In the field of Industry, he was Director 
Of sevarel outstanding companies. He was 
Included in the respectable Board of Direc- 
tors of the Mettur Industries of Madras, 
Manjuristud Farm of Poona, Messrs. Sta- 
Mpson & Company of Madras. He was 
also the member of the Board of Direc- 
tors of Tata Iron Company of Jamsedpur. 

He Was a great lover and patron of all 
Fine Arts & Sculptures. He maintained his 
©wn dramatic troup and got dramas in 
Sanskrit, Oriya, Hindi & Telugu staged in 
the famous Padmanav Theatre named afier 
his uncle. He constructed and managed 
Many monastories and temples, which 
reflect not only his archetectural sense of 
beauty but also his unwavering faith in 
religion, 


Lecturer in Oriya, S. K. C. G. College, 
Paralakhemundi, Ganjam-761200 
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He was a distinguished cricketeer, cour- 
ageous hunter and undoubtedly the best 
Scouis in the field of Sports that Orissa has 
ever produced. 


In the field of culture & literature, he 
himself composed, edited and published a 
large number of books at the Gajapati Press 
of Paralakhemundi which give us a lot of 
information regarding the ancient customs, 
traditions and social relationship of the 
people. He was a tremendous force behind 
all the creative works that took place during 
his time. He was a source of inspiration 
to one and all, and he had never betrayed 
the cause of the writers and artists of his 
time. He is one of the finest and noblest of 
the statesmen in our country. 


After separation of Orissa from Bihar and 
amalgamation of Jeypore and ‘Parla- 
khemundi Zamindaries to the newly created 
State, Maharaja was sworn in as the Prime 
Minister of new Orissa and tried to run the 
administration. Because of the political 
environment of the time the Maharaja did 
not like to continue this sort of political 
career and wanied io spend _ his last life in 
a peaceful manner. As a hobby he main- 
tained horses at Calcutta, Madras, Banga- 
lore, Mysore and Bombay. His knowledge 
in veterinary science brought these houses 
to eminence victory in the race course. In 
Calcutta races on the 27th December 1952, 
“Nepal Gold Cup” was won by “OUR 
OWEN” and on the 19th December 1959, 
his “COURAGEOUS” got “Mayfowl Cup”. 
Maharaja used to spend some time in those 
places and mixed with dignitaries of the 
Country He was also actively for the imp- 
rovement of his homefarm at Parlakhe- 
mundi during his stay, and was_ having 
horse ride every morning. 


Maharaja breathed last on the 25th May 
1974 at 11-30 a. m. leaving bzhind his 
innumerable mournful admirers. 


Many representing the Indian Aristocracy 
have passed away and many will pass into 
the oblivion, but a few like the Maharaja 
Saheb, will pass into history which records 
in golden letters for all time his greatness, 
magnanimity and his noble deeds directed 
towards the welfare of the people. 


Knters the Silver Jubilee Year in its Service 
to the Nation 


Twenty-four years ago, OSEB was established to provide an effective means 
to the development of Orissa to convert an under developed State io a developed one. 


» OSEB has fulfilled the cherished dream of its founders in no uncertain terms. 


OSEB is implementing the Twenty-Point Programme of the Government with 
unmatched zeal and sincerity. 


The number of electrified villages in the State has gone up by 1,100 per cent 
from a meagre 201 in 1962 io 23,745 in 1985 and the number of Consumers has been 
increased by more than twenty times, 71 Wh, of the total Population are covered by the 
OSEB. The generation of power has risen from 643 million units in 1962 to 4095 
million units by 1984. ' 


In the Silver Jubilee Year, Orissa State Electricity Board dedicates itself to the 


service of the nation to excel all other States in the matter of stability of power 


supply by efficient management, excellent labour relations and effective consumer 
service, 


ACHIEVEMENTS OVER THE YEARS 


AS on 


AS on 
31st March 1962 


31si March 1985 
(Anticipated) 


* 


Installed Capacity 


153 MW. 1,150 Mw 

co fi : 

. Units generated ae 643 MU /year 4,095 MU/year 

* No. of elecirified villages he 201 23,745 

* No. of consumers 31,013 

> 6,25, 

“ No. of L. I. Pumps 96 Nil gen 

* Per capita consumption 30 Units 101 Uni 

* No. of employees 3,113 36 o 

* 220 K. V. Line Nil ee 

% H ’ ; 
132 K. V. Line on 823 Kms, 

ce 2,876 Kms. 

si) WI, ie ae 1,104 Kms, 7,700 Kms. 

» : a ve Line o0 821 Kms, 30,000 Kms. 

le ine 4 a 884 Kms, 30,000 Kms 
Grid Sub-stations Bi 11 oe 

* Distribution Sub-stations aye 429 s 

* Revenue ate 


Rs, 223 Jakhs Rs, 12,000 lakhs 
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ORIYA: A source of the 
Tibetan Script—Wartw’ 


HXNNNXNNNXNNVNNNNNNNNNNNNXXXNNNN 


ale 

Many of the Tibetologisis who believe in 
the ‘alphabetic mission’ of Thon-mi-Sambhota 
to India, hold the view that he came to 
Kashmir in search of a model to chatacterize 
Tibetan language with a writing system. 
Kashmir was no doubt a great Buddhist 
centre, but there is little evidence, either 
historical or paleographical, with regard to 
the framing of Tibetan alphabets by 
Sambhota in the model of Kasmiri script. 
Although Dr. Snellgrove defends this view 
With the explanation that “Unfortunately the 
ug destruction by the Moslems of the 
rouwonists civilization of Kashmir has 
€moved all evidence which might finally 
have confirmed the Kasmiri origin of Tibetan 
Writing” (Buddhist. Himalaya, P. 141), the 
peter characters do not seem to have any 
Ormal relation with a script of the Kasmir 
"egion. Hence, Kasmiri origin of Tibetan 
alphabets seems to be as doubtful as the 
alphabetic mission of Sambhota, 


However, leaving aside the question of 
determining ihe Indian origin of Tibetan 
alphabets, it is to be admitted that at least 
‘Wo Indian scripts, viz. ‘wartu’ and ‘Lan-tsha’ 
Or ‘Ranja’ were introduced into Tibet from a 
Very early period. Mr. S. C. Das, who held 
the view that ““Sambhota framed the system 
Of Tibetan characters, viz., U-chan or’ letters 
Provided with heads’ (matras) adapted from 
the Devanagari, and U-me or ‘headless’ from 
the Wartu” (J. A.S. B., Vol. LI, P. 219), 
Suggested that Lan-tsha, a style of writing 
in use among the Nepalese Buddhists, is a 
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Dr. Khageswar Mahapatra 


form of ornamental Devanagari and “Wartu 
is probably the language of the people of 
Kafiristan or Bactria”’ (J. A. S, B., Vol. 
LI, P. 2). After him the problem of identi- 
fying Lan-tsha as a form of Devenagari has 
never been difficult, but as regards Wartu 
his suggestion has been highly confusing. 
This has created a problem almost similar to 
the problem of identifying Uddiyana with 
Swat Valley rather than with Orissa. 


The Tibetan term ‘Wartu’ might have two 
alternative bases—firstly, it might have been 
from a place—name, and as such we may 
suggest ‘Wu-tu’ ‘Wu-ia’, the Chinese name 
of Orissa, and Secondly, it might have been 
from a characteristic name like ‘Vartula’ 
(round-shaped). In support of this expla- 
nation there are both historical end paleo- 
graphical evidences, 


Historically, Tibet had close cultural link 
with Orissa from as early es the 7th century 
A. D. Orissa was then famous in the 
Buddhist world as Uddiyana Pitha, the 
cradle of Tantric Buddhism. There were a 
good number of monestic institutions all- 
around the country and the one at Ratnagiri 
developed by the 8th ceniury A. D. into 
a great University, where the famous scholar 
Prajna studied Yoga and went to the court 
of the Chinese emperor Te-tseng in 795 
A.D. as a cultural emissary of the king of 
Wu-cha (Orissa) with an autographed 
manuscript of ‘Gandavyuha’ as a token of 
homage. Another such famous centre was 


Jagaddala Vihara which, according to Pag 
Sam Jon Zang, provided an asylum to the 
Buddhists when their monastic strongholds 
in Bihar and Bengal were sacked and 
destroyed by the Muhammedans. Sakya 
Sribhadra, the abbot of Otantapuri 
took temporary — shelter here before 
he fled to Tibet. It was elso in this 
Monastery scholars (Lotsavas) from Tibet 
flocked in large number with the view 
to rendering the Sanskrit texts into Tibetan. 
Dr. N. K. Sahu in his book on ‘Buddhism 
in Orissa’ (Bhubaneswar, 1958) has given 
abundant evidence of such Cultural contacts 
between Tibet and India. Considering his 
accounts of Tibet's cultural indebtness to 
Orissa, it seems quite probzble that the 
writing system of Orissa had come to the 
rescue of the Tibetan scholars at a parti- 
cular point of time when they had not a 
very developed script and that Orissan 
Script was called by them as ‘Wartu’, either 


for its round characters or for belonging to 
Wutu region. 


Paleographically, Wartu and Oriya scripts 
show remarkable affinities with each other, 
SO much So that some of the Wartu letters 
have no difference at all from the corres- 
Ponding Oriya letters. Before coming to 
a comparative discussion, it is to be noted 
that the description of Wartu as given here 
is based on a small Manuscript preserved 
in the Department of Indo-Tibetan Studies, 
Visva-Bharati University, India. This menu- 
Script contains a detail description of 
Lan-tsha and Warty With notes in Mangolian 
and Tibetan. The Colophon reads es: 


‘The best scripts of Bramh 


a, along with 
Tibetan and Hor 


Mangolian Scripts 
given here without bein 


due precision and 


are 
3 mixed up; with 
less decoration. This 
has been done by the Specific direction of 
Thobchen Wang, the 16th child of the 
Sheng-tsu family, the greatest of 


all noble 
Souls. For the Convenience of Propega- 
tion of religion, the Wartu script is 


'€produced here 


in the seme Menner as it 
Was 


Corrected by Ngug-dweng-blo-bzang 


rgyal-p’si-ngya Mtso, the incarnation fe) 
God’. 


The description of Wartu_ is given in the 
following manner :-— 


1. 16 vowels of Wartu—a, @ i L 
uu t LL e@ ai, o, au, 
am, ah, 

2. 34 consonants—k, kh, g, gh, nc, 
ch. j, ih, Ti/t, th, d, dh, n/t, th. 
d, dh, n/p. ph, b, bh, my, ob 
v/s, $ & h/ks, 

3. Examples of vowels occurring in 


combination with consomants—ka, 
ka, ki, etc, 


k 
4. Four underposed consonante—m, |. 
k ok 


% Ww, 

5. Examples of doubled Consonants— 
k&, kb, g, gh, a 
k, kh, g, gh, n 

6. Conjunc? nasal consonants—nk, 


Tic, nt nt, mp, 


7. Consonants underposed being head- 


k, 
. Example of writing pluta (length)— 


less (like Uchan letters) —k, k, 


Two ways of writing the velars— 
x x 8 
k, kh. k, kh, 
10. 


Two ways of writing the labials— 
Pp. ph, 


Examples of vari 
Conjunct fetters, 

It is evi 
tions that 


11, lous single and 


dent from the study of the insorip- 
Oriya script has evolved through 
the following Stages of development : 
Bramhi, Kusana Bramhi, Gupta _ script, 
Acute-angled script including nail-headed. 
etc, later Kalinga script, Proto-Bengali 
aCUBE. (lm fact ftom the 7th edntury ANE: 
a dis‘inctive System of writing developed 
'n Orissa. Several types of letters camé 
into use and experiments went on to evolvé 
4 script that would be suitable for represent- 
'ng the basic sounds of the language 4n 
also for the Writing media. There a 
instances of Patticular inscription beind 
Written in mixed Characters taken from 
Several scripis end a Particular king using 
different Script in different inscriptions: 


for example, in the Mandasa copper-plate 
grant of Anatavarmadeva of 991 A.D. out of 
the total number of 738 letters used 199 are 
Southern Nagari, 59 are Telugu, 101 are 
Grantha, 157 are Oriya and the rest are 
similar to those that are found in the 
Charters of the earlier Ganga Kings of 
Kalinga. 


During this transitory period on the basis 
of the acute-angled alphabets the proto- 
Oriya script developed. Buhler’s ‘Later 
Kalanga’ script and ‘Proto-Bengali’ script 
are but two earlier stages in the develop- 
Ment of Oriya script and may be rightly 
termed as ‘Proto-Oriya’ script. The wedge- 
head or nail-head combined with the acute- 
angled characters of the 7th century 
Sradually gave way to short horizontal 
topstrokes, and the ‘Nepalese hooks’ or small 
triangles attached to the left of the letters. 
Both these later devices were rather practi- 
Cally necessitated for writing on palm-leaves 
by iron-stylus. Later on, these hooks 
developed into semicircular top-curves. 
t may be mentioned here that such 
development took place partly due to the 
influence of South-Indian system of 
writing. 


The epigraphical records of Orissa present 


only specimens of the stylised writing 


Professor of Oriya 
Santiniketan-731235, W. Bengal 


system. It is presumed that there existed 
a cursive system and, in that the characters 
might have attained roundness from a much 
earlier period. In that case Proto-Oriya 
script might have begun its stride from the 
7th century A.D. 


In the light of the above discussions one is 
tempted to draw the following conclusions. 


(/) Wartu is closely related to the early 
Oriya script than to the language 
of Kafiristamn or the script of 
Kasmir. 


(ii) Even if the author of the above. 
mentioned Tibetan manuscript had 
given a description of the Oriya 
script of alater period that does 
not disprove the naming of Oriya as 
Wartu in Tibetan tradition. 


(iii) The close cultural link that existed 
between Tibet and Orissa of Uddi- 
yana fame and the high place 
achieved by the Orissan Buddhist 
Gurus in Tibetan religeous hierchy 
lend support to the theory that the 
Orissan script was introduced into 
Tibet from a very early period and 
also probably that provided a model 
for Thon-mi-Sambhots’ alphabetic 
inventions. 


A national seminar on Remote Sensing Applications and Natural 
Resource Data System is being held at Bhubaneswar on 23rd and 24th 
February jointly organised by I. |. T., Kharagpur, Department of Science 
and Technology, Government of India, Department of Science, Tech- 
nology and Environment, Orissa and Orissa Remote Sensing Application 
Centre. This seminar will spread knowledge of this new Remote Sensing 


! 
| NATIONAL SEMINAR ON REMOTE SENSING TECHNIQUE 


technique among user agencies and use of data management systems 


\ for natural resources. 


aerial imagery and photographs for quickly and cheaply acquiring data 
On natural resources, physical characteristics etc. 


| Remote Sensing Technology allows interpretation of satellite and 


INTRODUCTION OF COMPUTERS FOR DATA MANAGEMENT 
PROPOSED 


The Department of Electronics, Government of India would 
introduce computer system for data Management in all districts of 
the country during the 7th plan period. Each district computer will be 
linked with the State computer and every State computer would be 
linked with a Regional Super Computer. Four Super Computers 
would be further inter-linked through a Satelite hook-up and Bhubane- 


swar will have a Regional Super Computer for the Eastern Region 
by the end of this year. 


This has been revealed by Shri 
Secretary, Department of Science, 
while welcoming the scientists and 


Data System. According to Shri 
is also on the anvil entrusted essentially with the promotion of use of 
computers for various purposes including Natu 


tal Resources Data 
Management in the State. The workshop has been jointly Organised 
by |. |. T., Kharagpur, Department of Science and Technology, Govern- 
ment of India, Department of Science, Technology and Environment, 
Orissa and Orissa Remote Sensing Application Centre. 

Shri K. Srinivasan, Special Relief Commissioner and Commissioner, 
Agriculture and Rural Development Presided over the inaugural function. 
Professor D. Niyogi, 1.1. T., Kharagpur highlighted the aim and 
objectives of the workshop and keynote address was given by 
Professor P. K. Jena, Director, Regional Research Laboratory, 
Bhubaneswar. 

a 


The objective of this workshop 
scientists and technologists to the 
with special reference to the Remote Sensing work don 
Representatives from various Organisations 
Geological Survey of India, All 
Organisation, |. |. T., Kharagpur, 
National Remote Sensing Agenc 
Mapping Organisation, Calcutta, 
They are presenting Papers 
Orissa by their respective 
tions like Directorate of 
Conservation etc., 


is to expose deci 


sion-maker, 
‘State of the Remote 


Sensing Art’ 
© in Orissa, 
like Survey of 

India Soil and Land Use Ss 
Space Application Centre, Ahmedabad 
y, Hyderabad, National Atlas Thematic 
etc., have participated in the workshop 
With special reference to Work done in 


India, 
urvey 


Organisations, 
Mining and 
have also Participated 


in the workshop. Since Computer based 
found to be eminent 


ion, compilation, 
eSources, this experi- 


qd to 9enerate intere in similar 
| il 
hout the State and the country. te Sone) 


ment in Koraput 
experiments throug 


Pical since it will enable 
bacome familiar with an 
resource Management. 


THE CREATION OF ORISSA 


Miss Suchitra Nayak 
and 


Dr. Narayan Hazary 


HXXXXNNANXNANAN XXAXNXNANNAXNANANNANAXAXNAXAKNAAAANANAANANXAAN 


Dismemberment of Oriya—Speaking 


Tracts. 
aith the fall of Oriya King Mukunda Deva 
n 1568 the territorial integrity of Orissa 
We great setback on account of recurring 
Bilis from outside and political insta- 
At i within. The successive rule of the 
ene the Mughals and the Marathas for 
a ty hundred years spelt external gloom 
inte. country in the shape of political 
gration and dismemberment. 
cave British forces occupied the northern 
1768 Outhern parts of Orissa in 1765 and 
At os chee the coastal region in 1803 
territ © western part by 1849. This gradual 
ed orial acquisition by the British stabilised 
se Political dismemberment of Orissa, 
i angering her cultural unity and socio- 
Onomic progress. 
Orissa remained dismembered, its cultural 
Omogeneity was sacrificed for the sake of 
east Was considered from time to time as 
eer administrative necessity. That this 
Was wrong, administratively unsound and 
Morally unfair, was admitted by conscientious 
high British authorities. 


In the second-half of the 19th century, 
Oriya Areas were under three provinces, 
Bengal, Madras and Central Province. There 
Was an attempt to stiffle the Oriya language 
through official and non-official machinations. 
This gravely disturbed the leading Oriya 
Public men. 
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After the disastrous famine of 1866 
English education made slow but steady 
progress in Orissa. With the spread of edu- 
cation, there was increasing awareness. 
Though Oriya was used as the school, 
official and Court language, attempts were 
made from time to time for its abolition in 
Balasore, Cuttack and Puri in Bengal Presi- 
dency, in Ganjam in Madras Presidency 
and in Sambalpur in Central Provinces: It 
was claimed that Oriya was not an indepen- 
dent language and it was a more dialect of 
Bengali. The conscious sections among 
Oriyas made determined efforts to protect 
their mother-tongue. 


Through the agitation to save their mother- 
tongue, under the leadership of Madhusudan 
Das, the Oriyas realised that their ultimate 
political end economic redemption depended 
on the maintenance of the identity of the 
Oriya Language. Territorial dismemberment 
of the Oriya-speaking areas was the main 
cause for the general backwardness of Oriyas 
and the neglect of their language under the 
British rule. When the Government found 
that public opinion was very powerful to 
su.@ the Oriya language, they recognised 
Qriya as a separate language and ordered 
for its use in the schools, courts and offices. 


The Language Agitation 

Though Oriya was used as the official, 
court and schoo! language, attempts were 
being made from time to time for its 


abolition. On the 4th January 1941, the Board 


of Revenue wrote to the Commissioner, 


Orissa to substitute Bengali for Oriya language 
gradually as the language of Government 
and that of business in Orissa. ‘'But on the 
3rd February 1941, A. J. M. Mills, the Commi- 
ssioner of Orissa, in his reply wrote, “| submit 
for the Boards consideration the accompa- 
nying original letters from the judge of the 
Province and the Collectors and Magistrates 
of the three districts. All are Opposed to 


the change and | fully concur in this 
opinion.”? 


In 1857. E. Roer, the first Inspector of 
Schools for Orissa, made a scholastic state- 
ment about the Oriya language. He wrote, 
“the Ooryah language cannot be Considered 
as a dialect of Bengalee, though nearly 
related to it, but it is a language of its own 
grammatical forms, idioms, signs for the 
letters and Mostly translations from Puranas, 
the Hitopadesh, Batrishasinghasana, etc.” 
He therefore, rejected the idea of supplying 
class-books in Bengali to the Oriya schools 


and recommended to publish Oriya class- 
books for them.4 


The language issue took a serious turn 
when some Bengalis made deliberate and 
Sustained attempts to Substitute Bengali for 
Oriya in the offices, courts and schools of 
Orissa, In 1854-55, the educational autho- 
tities allowed the introduction of Bengali in 
place of Oriya. The D.P. I. of Bengal, 
approved this decision and did not make 


any financial provision for the Publication of 
Oriya text-books, 


ernor of Bengal on the 
8th November 1869, that the idea of the 


Bengali teachers and the educated Bengali 
amlahs, who sewed in Orissa was to neglect 


the Oriya language and to throw it far 
off.5 


In 1870, Kantilal Bhattacharya a 
teacher of the Balasore High Schoo} 
shed a book expounding the 4 
‘Oriya was not an independent la 
was a mere dialect of Bengali, 
Was supported by Rajendralal 
eminent Bengali scholar, 
as saying that, even as 
Were not different from th 


Bengali 
+ Publi- 
heory that 


a lace, the Oriyas 
© Bengalis, 
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The writings and speeches of Kantilal 
Bhattacharya and Rajendralal Mitra provoked 
sharp reaction among the Oriyas and gave 
tise to a bitter controversy over such 
Sensitive issues as language and race. The 
educated elites, administrators and the press 
were divided into two hostile camps, whose 
writings from 1870 onwards made the 
controversy increasingly bitter, 


An important feature of the language con- 
troversy was that, a section of the prominent 
Bengali elites domiciled in Orissa took up the 
cause of the Oriya language and countered 


the arguments of the —anti-Oriya 
Bengali officers, Bhudev Mukhopadhaya, 
a leading Bengali educationist and_litera- 
ture, exposed ihe baselessness of the 
atguments of Kantilal Bhattacharya, point- 
ing out that 


Bengali, Oriya.and Assamese 
did have some close similarities on account 
of their common origin. He was supported 
by John Beams, the Collector of Balasore, 
who established the historicity of the Oriya 
language, by a_ scientific analysis of its 
grammar and phonetics. 

In order to Sounter-act the pro-Bengali 
Speeches and writings, ‘Utkal Dipika’, edited 
by Gauri Sankar Ray, a domiciled Bengali 
and ‘Sambad Bahika’ edited by Fakir Mohan 
Senapati, championed the cause of the 
Oriya language literature, 
Sankar’s weighty argum 
plight of the Oriyas u 
™Ments—those of 


: Bengal, Madras and 
Central Provinces, where they were 
Prevented from fulfillip i irati 

9 their aspirations: 
The ‘Utkal Dipika a 


Oriya-speaking 
"ee different but con- 
like a cocumber garden 
Three different Govern- 
itS Custodians. lis all 
Was not possible as its 
der Madras, the Central 
Jal Government. So the 
ad been fasting as a guest 
houses at the same time. 
He laid bare nee ‘ ee Hees ae 
interests to abolish the Oriya 
It had its impact on the educated 
he main land who also came tO 
© Sufferings of their brethren in 


the Outlying areas in the three provinces 


~ 


= 


‘where they were being forced io disown 


‘their mother-tongue and learn Bengali, 
Telugu or Hindi. 

While rallying to the cause of their 
Mother-tongue, the Oriyas realised hat 
their ultimate political and economic 


tedemption depended on the maintenance 
of the identity of ihe Oriya language. 
Language Agitation became a National 
issue for the Oriyas. In 1872, G. Campball, 
the Lieutenant Gove:nor of Bengal, 
acknowledged Oriya, Bengali and Assamese 
aS separate languages.’ The Government 
abolished the provision of Bengali language 
'In the schools of Orissa and compelled ithe 
Naiuralised Bengalis to study Oriya’. 


Sambalpur disirict was a part of Hindi- 
Speaking Central provinces. The Chief 
Commissioner of the Central provinces 
declared On the 15th January, 1895 that 
‘Oriya be replaced by Hindi as the official 
language of the Sambslpur district. The 
decision of the Commissioner bzcame a 


common issue throughout ithe Oriya- 
Speaking areas. A large meeting was held 
On the 13th June, 1895 at Sambalpur. The 


People of Sambalpur appealed to the British 
Parliament against the decision of the Chief 
Commissioner’. A meeiing of ihe Oriya 
Association was held at Cuttack in May, 
1895, with Madusudan Das in chair. Mr. 
Das saverely criticisod the decision of the 
Government of ihe Central province. A 
Petition was sani to ihe Government of 
India against the ordar of the Chief 
Commissioner", The Ganjam  Oriyas 
Sympathised with th3 people of Sambalpur 
4nd appealed to ine Governmeni to reconsider 
Its decision!!, The public opinion, through- 
‘Out the Oriya-speaking areas became so 
Strong that the Government submitted to it 
and restored Oriya language in the disirist 
‘Of Sambalpur in June 1902). 


In the district of Ganjam and the tracts 
‘Of Vizagapatanam Agency, Oriya language 
Suffered the domination of the Telugu. The 
Telugus who occupied a pre-dominating 
Position in the Courts, Government offices 
and Schools made united efforts, to substi- 
tute Telugu for Oriya. Even the Director of 
Public Instruction of Madras requested the 
Governmant to abolish Oriya from th 
University examinations. He advocated that 


Oriya was a semi-barbarous languege and 
the few Oriya books which were available 
were completely useless. On the otherhand 
he said that there were Telugu texts which 
were very much beneficial and useful '°. 
But on demands made by the Oriya people, 


“the Government allowed Oriya to be used in 
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the courts and schools '*. In the Jeypore 


Agency, which was an Oriya-speaking area 
all the records were written in Telugu. The 
Oriyas faced a lot of difficulties. In the 
schools Oriya was ousted and substituted by 


Telugu. 


Oriyas continued to protest against the 
Telugu domination. In September, 1870, 
the people of Ganjam in a meeting at 
Rosulkanda passed a resolution to the effect 
that “Let their Oriya brothers of Cuttack 
Division know their troubles in following 
the dictum that in times of soaring prices, 
the cow, and in times of paril, the brother 
should be depended upon. It was hoped 
that the Oriyas of Cuttack Division would 
approach the Governor-General of India and 
request him to unite all the Oriya-speaking 
areas with Orissa Division.” In 1888, they 
collected signatures on a representation to 
the Viceroy to make Oriya as the Court 
language!®. At last, the Madras Govern- 
ment passed an order for the use of Oriya 
in the Courts and the Government offices'®. 


Oriyas felt that the root of all their 
economic, social, political and cultural 
problems was the dismemberment of the 


Oriya-speaking areas. A new view point 
that the integration of all the Oriya-speaking 
areas was indispensable to keep the Oriya 
language living gradually developed. There- 
fore, the question of amalgamation became 
a prominent issue during the language 
agitation. 


Movement tor unification of Oriya— 
Speaking Tracts. 

Henry Ricketts, Membr of the Board of 
Revenue in 1855, was the first English 
officer who proposed for the amalgamation 
of tha Oriya-speaking territories with Orissa 
proper. After the Naanka famine of 1866, 
the British authorities came to realise the 
need of separating Orissa from the Bengal 
presidency. In 1868, Sir Stafford Northcote 
the Secretary of State for India pleaded ae 
the separation of Assam and Orissa Division 


from Bengal proper'7. In 1868, George 
Chesney, Accountant-General to Govern- 
ment of India, insisted upon the amelgama- 
tion of all the Oriya-speaking areas of 
Madras, tho Central Provinces and Bengal 
in to Orisse. 

Graduelly, the question of the em_Iga- 
mation of the Oiiya-specking erezs began 
to teke shepe in the mind of the British 
authowitics. In 1895, H. G. Cooke, the 
Commissioner of Orissa, c<dvocated for the 
extension of the divisionel boundaries so as 
to include the whole area Populated by 
reces speaking the Oriya lenguzge,' 


Thus, in the laiter part of the 18th century 
the British autholities expressed their views 
thet the Oriyes wets a distinct énd separate 
people, Their histcry, langué ge, literature, 
tradition end costoms were Seperate from 
those of the other races in India. Despite 
their dismemberment, they had retained a 
merked indivicuality in the face of political 
end administretive difficulties. They élso 
admiited thet the Oriyas were forced into an 
unwilling combination with distant races 
for which they secrificed their natione| 
Charecteristics to those of the predominating 
faces under different Governments. They 
édvoceted, therefore, for the integration of 
the Oriya-apeaking territories under a 
Separate administration. Madhusudén Das 
formed the ‘Utkel Szbha’ in July 1877, the 
Orissa Association on 16 August, 1882, 
end the Utkal Union Conference (Utkal 
Sammilani) in 1903 fight for the amalga- 
mation of Oriya-sp2eking trects. The Orissa 
Association played a very importent tole for 
the amalgamation of the Oriya-speking areas, 
A letter under the Caption Wants of Oriyas” 
published in the  Utkcl Dipika in 1895, 
Contained the following remarks : “The 
first obstacle to tho development of Oriyes 
is that they lie scattered in four S@Pirate 
Parts and live in them as second rite and 
insignifice nt People amid numerous hendi- 
Caps. The Oriyss of Génjem and the 
adjacent States having been 


he fece of their mother-tongue. 

enting their melancholy fate 
The Oriyas of Midnapore 
forgeiting their Nationality, 
to say, abducted from the 


Started 
having been So 
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Political map of Ocissa. Singbhum and 
Chaibasa areas are fest losing their identity 
in the Santel Parganas of Bihar.” 


The hopes of the Oriyas were kindled in 
1911 when the province of Bihar and Orissa 
was formed consequent upon the annulment 
of partition of Bengzl. In this province, 
Orissa was made « division with only five 
districts of Cuttack, Puri, Balasore, Sembal- 
pur and Angul. During ihe passege of the 
Government of India Bill in the House of 
Lords in 1912, Curzon then a member of 
the House, made a fervent plea in favour of 
the administrative union of the Oriya tracts 
by declaring “the interests of Otiyas have 
been sacrificed without compunction and 
that the callous indifference for Oriya interest 
has been due to the fact that the Oriyas are 
a Non-egitating people.” 


In the 12th session of Utkel Semmilani- 
at Balesore held in December, 1916, a 
Seven-member committee, called the Utkel 
Union Committee, was formed io collect 
Méterials and cany on the executing of the 
Conference regeiding the Union of the Oriya 
speaking tracts. The Committee, Compcsed of 
Madhusuden Das, Rajendra Narayan Bhenja 
Deo, Sudam Charen Naik, Brajesunder Das, 
Harihar Panda, Gopabandhu Das end 
Sobhechandra Singh Deo, waited jin a 
deputation on Edwin Montague, the then 
Secretary of State for India and Chelmsford, 
the then Viceroy, at Calcutta on December 
11, 1917 end Submitted a memorendum. 

Since the mMemorialists were not very sure 
of the British mind, they suggested “that if 
it be not feasible undey the prescat citcum- 
Stances to Organise a Separate Administration 
for the Oriya-speaking tracts, the proposed 
united Orissa be pleced under the Gove’nment 
Of Bihar end Orissa for the present so that 


it may at a future iime develop into 4 
sepzrate administration. 


In 1917, Gopabandhu Das chaired the 
Utkal Sammilani Conterence, where he place 
@ Constructive programme for the unification 
of ell the Vivisected Oriya territories. 

The Utkel Y 
Annual 
With Fak 


nion Conference held its 13th 
Session in Match, 1918 at Cuttack 
ir Mohen Senapati in chair. 

In the Negpur Session of Indien National 
Pongtess in Decembe: 1920, Gopzbandhl 
Das Successfully pursuaded Gandhiji end the 


Congress to accept the formation of linguistic 
provinces as the Congress programme of 
re-organisation and a resolution to that effect 
was passed. On their return, Gopabandhu 
and his colleagues attended the Utkal Union 
Conference held at Chakradharpur in Bihar 
on 30 December, 1920. At ihe session 
Gopebandhu Das proposed ‘that the attain- 
ment of Swarajya should be the goal of ihe 
Sammilani instead of only amalgamation of 
Oriya-specking tracts. And at his instar.ce, 
the conference resolved that the “aims and 
objeciives of the Indian National Congress 
be accepted as those of Utkal Union Con- 
ference in addition to the accepted objeciive 
of the Conference.” Gopabandhu Das 
Practically carried the sammilani with him. 
Now, the ranks of Utkal Sammilani looked 
like heading for a polarisation between the 
Camps of the Congress nationalists and ihose 
Of the staunch regionalist commited to the 
Unification of Oriya-speaking tracts. 


When the Congress started its non-co- 
Operation movement in 1921 and Gopabandhu 
and his colleagues plunged themselves into 
the struggle, the Utkal Sammilani once again 
abjured politics and drifted in the current of 
Provincialism. 


The unabated agitation for separate Orissa 
‘ee evidently made an impression on ihe 
: perial rulers who were trying to evolve a 
Ormula to satisfy the aggrieved people. The 
Montague-Cheimsford Report, which was 

Mewhat sympathetic to the cause of 
Orissa, made a suggestion to the provincial 
Governments concerned for an early consi- 
deration of the redistribution of provinces on 
a linguistic basis. The report led to the 
Passing of the Government of India Act of 
1919, Shortly afier, a resolution recom- 
Mending the amalgamation of the O/iva- 
SPeaking tracts was moved and passed in 
the Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council. It 
asked the concerned provincial Gove:nments 
to examine the question of separation of 
Orissa. 


On 20th February, 1920, Sachidananda 
Sinha moved the following resolution in 
the Imperial Council in response to the 
request personally made by sorne members 
Of the Utkal Sammilani. “This recommends 
to the Governor-General-in- Council that 
a mixed committee of non-officials be 
@Ppointed to formulate a scheme for the 
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amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking tracts 
at present administered or controlled by the 
Governments of Madras, Bengal and the 
Central provinces with the existing Orissa 
Division of the province of Bihar and 


Orissa’. He did not make any special 
reference to the possibility of a  sub- 
province. This moiion was supported by 


Sir Surendreneth Banerjee, Sir Dineshaw 
E. Wacha and Sir Kamini Kumar Chenda”’. 
But Si B.N. Sarma, a representative from 
Madtzs, opposed this resolution. While 
advocating a_ linquistic distribution of 
provinces he suggested that instead of 
forming a block of the Oriya-speaking tracts 
2s a part and parcel of the proper Bihar and 
Orissa province, a separate province for the 
Oriyas should be created?’. 


On 21st September, 1921, A. B. Latthe 
moved a resolution in the Indien Legislative 
Assembly for reorganisation of provinces on 
linguistic basis. He said that people 
speaking the same languege and particularly 
belonging to the same race were distributed 
over different provinces. Regarding Oriya- 
Speaking people he stated, “A more striking 
example of this class of division of people 
between the various provinces is that of the 


Oriyas’??. 

In the same year, resolutions were tabled 
in the Legislative Councils of Bihar-Orissa 
and Madras to effect unification of the 
Oriya-speaking areas and bringing them 
under one administration. On 25th 
November, 1921, Biswanath Kar moved the 
following resolution in the Bihar and Orissa 
Legislative Council. “This Council recom- 
mends to His Excellency the Governor-in- 
Council that they may be pleased to 
recommend to the Government of India and 
to the Secretary of State for India that the 
Oriya-speaking tracts existing under the 
four different provincial Governments; 
namely Bihar and Orissa, Madras, Bengal 
and Central provinces be united under one 
Government”. He emphasised more on 
the amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking 
areas than on a separate Orissa Province’. 


In 1924, the Reforms Enquiry Commiitee 
(Muddiman Committee) came to India to 
review the situation. “Madhusudan Das, 
ex-Minister of Bihar and Orissa, in a note 
dated 6th June 1924 pointed out the 
Oriya disabilities to the Muddiman 


Committee in the most unequivocal terms. 
He pointed out that the Oriyas were very 
much ill-treated by the Biharis who did not 
like the Oriyas to develop capacity for 
shouldering responsibilities. The Oriyas 
had no voice as the Biharis formed majority 
in the Council. 


According ‘to the decision of the 
Government of India, C. L. Phillip and 
A. C. Duff, two officers were appointed in 
1924 to make detailed enquiry on the spot 
regarding the attitude of Oriya inhabitants 
of the Madras presidency towards the 
question of the amalgamation of the tracts 
inhabited by them with Orissa?5, 


The Commission followed the census 
repoit of 1921 for their enquiry and stated 
in their report that excepting Koraput, 
Jeypore and Navarangapur taluks, no where 
the Oriyas formed majority in the Vizagapa- 
tanam Agency tracts?°. The commission 
also did not agree with the claims of the 
Oriya deputation that the hill-tribes were 
closely allied to Oriyas. They accepted 
that the hill-men of Koraput, Navarangapur 
and Jeypore taluks had adopted Oriya 
language but they maintained that so far 
as other areas of the Agency were con- 
Cerned, the majority of the tribal people 
were Dravidians 27, 


The commission visited the Ganjam 
district next. All the Zamindars of that 
district assembled on 2 November, 1924 
and resolved in favour of amzlgamation 28, 
In their evidences to the Commission, 
the Zamindars of Paralakimedi, Khallicote 
and Athagarh, Dharacote, Manjusa, Chikkiti, 


Bodagada, Sergada, Tekkali, Sarangi, 
Nandigram, Tarla, Bobbil, Jalantar ang 
Baruva, etc. expressed desire to ba 
transferred to Orissa2. 


The Commission 
| There, too, the 
In one voice in favour of 
the union, and submitted a Memorandum to 
that effect”. A mammoth Meeting was held 
in the Rajah’s College to accord reception 
to the commission. In his Speech, C.L, Phillip 
Said, “| can, however Say, that so for as the 
akimedi are 

are . 
they are distinctly in favour of ane 
Again, after visiting Parlakimedi 
estate the Commission st : 


" t ated, “In fing ; 
the major portion of Ganjam ieee, 
g 


next visited Parlakimedi. 
Oriyas declared 
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most of the zamindary areas is taken from 
Madras it is only natural that the Parla- 
kimedi estate should go with the majority, 
and we cannot find that the Telugu inhabi- 
tants anticipate much inconvenience from 


the possible change’? The Oriya popula- 
tion in Tekkli, Tarla, Manjusa, Jalantar, 
Baruva, Bodarsingh, Bobbil and Nandigram 
Presented addresses and deputations to 
the Commission in favour of amalgamaiion. 
So the Commission recommended their 


transfer to Orissa as it did for Parla- 
kimedi. 


The Oriyas of Chikkiti, Jarada and 
Surangi Estates and the Inchhapore taluk 
met the Commission in a large number and 
Pleaded for their union with Orissa. In 
these areas the Oriya-speaking people 
varied between 50 per cent and 75 per cent. 


The Commission also recommended _ theif 
transfer to Orissa 33. 


Ai Berhampore, a Meeting was held on 


Debaltot the" aialgstration® Comi#itiees 
with — Shri Lingaraj Panigrahi as the 
President. 


On 29 


n Community, the 
Utkal Ashram, the 
the teachers and 
All the deputations 


: nion’’, The Commi 
Seen: during their visit to Purushottampu! 
Digpahandi in the Badakimedi Estate and 
Patpur in the 


Sankimedj Estate, realised that 
amalgamation in these are4 
'Y  Strong3?, 


the desire for 
Was indeed ve 


Surada, Dharakote, Sergada’ 
Bodagada, the eevee roun 
Aska, Gitiaase alukdari villages 


- Chhatrapur, the Estates ii 
and the ate 
and Pulur. te 
rallies and received deput4 


itidi, Huma 
Commission mei 


tions ang addres 


2 a" 
Faas Ses in favour of amalgenme 
on”: AS regards the opinion of ee 
Peoples of these areas the CommissiO 


Meee : ‘of 
Wrote, very little comment is needed f 


wherever any opinion was expressed at all 
it was distinctly in favour of amalgamation”. 
Moreover, according to the census of 1921, 
thése areas contained move than 75 per cent 
Oriya-speaking people. About the Agency 
tracts of the district, the Commission found 
that the Khonds, Savaras and other tribal 
People who mostly inhabited those creas 
had close relations with the. Oriyas of the 
Plains. So the Commission recommended, 
if, therefore, the plains of Ganjam are to be 
amalgamated with Orissa, the Agency tracts 
Must go with them “9. 


Thus, the Amalgzmation of the entire 
Ganjam district excepting Chicecole, Nera- 
Sanpeta taluks was considered desirable. 


The Commission gave the following 
Concluding views. Our enquiry has shown 
that there is a genuine, long-standing and 
deep-seated desire on the part of the 
educated Oriya classes of the Oriya-speaking 
trects of Madras for amalgamation of these 
tracts with Orissa under one administration“!. 


A resolution to take immediate steps to 
Put all the Oriya-speaking areas under one 
local administration was moved by Paendit 
Nilakantha Das in the Indian Legislative 
Assembly on the 8th February 1927%. 


At that time the All Party Conference 
appointed a Committee with Pandit Motilal 
ehru as its Cheirman on the redistribution of 
the provinces. The Committee recommended 
for the redistribution of the provinces on the 
basis of the wishes of the people and the 
linguistic unity of the area concerned. It 
also advocated taking in to consideration 
he Qeographical economic and historical 
fectors*3, In the Committee Subhash 
Chandra Bose insisted on the amalgamation 
a the Oriya-speaking areas and the forma- 
On of a separate Orissa province provided 
Such a province was financially solvent’, 
On the 30th August 1928, the All Parties 
Onference met at Lucknow and approved 
the Report of the Nehru Committee*s, A 
"Solution was passed demanding the 
Creation of Sind as a new province. It was 
also resolved to create a separate Orissa 
Province after amalgamating all the Orissa- 
eoing areas provided Orissa bears the 
nancial burden which is incidental to 
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seperation **. This decision insisting on 


the financial pre-condition was very much 
resented in Orissa. 


In 1927, the All-India Congress at Madras 
decided to boycott the Simon Commission 
which was visiting India in 1928. It also 
resolved that Sindh, Karnataka, Andhra, and 
Orissa would be constituted into separate 
administrative units, 


Inspite of the resolution of the Congress 
there was a general feeling in Orissa to 
present the long-standing grievances to the 
Commission. Braja Sunder Das, Gopal 
Chandra Praharaj, Biswanath Mishra and 
Bhikari Charan Pattanaik submitted a 
memorandum to the Commission. Madhu- 
sudan Das for whom the unification of 
Oriya speaking people remained a 
consumming passion in life and pursued it 
with single-minded devotion also presented 
a memorandum to the Commission. 


On 14 December, 1928, the Oriya 
deputation met the Simon Commission in 
Patna and demanded a_ separate Orissa 
province *7, As regards the province of 
of Bihar and Orissa, the Simon Commission 
mentioned that it was the most artificial and 
defective unit of all the provinces of India. 
The Commission agreed tentatively with the 
Nehru. Report for the redistribution of 
provinces on __ linguistic pattern. The 
Commission was generally agzinst redrawing 
the map of India, but they made particular 
deviation with regard to Sind and Orissa 
and recommended special consideration. 
The Report said, “Bihar and Orissa is a 
glaring exemple of the aitificial connection 
of years which are not naturally related’4’, 
Therefore, the Commission, in. co-opera- 
tion with the Indien Central Committee 
and the Bihar and Orissa Committee 
appointed a sub-committee to have «a: 
detailed investigation. 


This sub-commiitee with Major Aitlee 
as its Chairmen was <lso known és the 
Attlee Committee. It included Dr. Subra- 
wardy from Indian Central Committee, and 
Rajah of Kania and Laxmidhar Mohanty 
from Bihar and Orissa Provincial Committee, 
The ‘Attlee Committee’ after studying the 
Oriya problem was of the view that the 
grievances of the Oriyas was well founded 
and that their case merited sympathy. It 


recommended creation of a Separate Orissa 
Province Consisting of Orissa Division, 
Angul, feudatory States of Orissa, some 
portions of Mohanpur and Gopiballabhapur 
under the Bengal presidency, Khariar estate 
under the Central provinces and the Ganjam 
district under the Madras Presidency. It 
did not recommend the inclusion of other 
Oriya-speaking areas including Singhbhum 
and the Jeypore Agency on various 
grounds *, 


The Government of India’s Despatch of 
20 September, 1930 to the Secretary of 
State for India onthe proposals for Consti- 
tutional reforms supported the recommenda- 
tion of the Simon Commission for appoini- 
ment of boundary Commissions, The 
Despatch contained that the claim of the 
Oriyas for a separate Province was long- 
standing and urged that inquiries ba set 
afoot at the earliest possible date. The 
Government of India suggested investigation 
by separate Committees for Sind and 
Orissa, 


The question then came up before the 
Round Table Conference in London on 
January 16, 1931 where the Maharaja of 
Parlakhemundi, Krushna Chandra Gajapati 
Narayan Dev, presented the Case of the 
Oriyas forcefully. He Said, “the formation 
of a Separate province for the Oriyas isa 
life-and-death problem to them. They feel 
tortured with all the disabilities and disad- 
vantages of one being a distant adjunct, 
lying at the tail-end of every Province. 
Wherever they are, far away from th seat of 
the Government of ihe respective provinces, 
and always in a unique minority, Completely 
lost sight of, being merged in the teeming 
millions of those Provinces.... ... - without 
a Separate province for ten millions of 


Oriyas, let me tell you, Sir, that all your 
labours at this Confere; 


nce to develop 
Parliamentary institution in provinces with 
autonomous powers will Prove, on the 
Contrary, seriously injurious % Orissa.” 
His fo:thright advocacy Weighed with 
Samuel Hoare, the then Secretary of State 
and other members of the Round Table 
Conference which came to an agreement 
that this qu 


The efforts of 


the Oriya delegates b 
fruit. Before re 


the Third Round Table 
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Conference ended, the Orissa Boundary 
Commiiies was appointed to review the 
boundary lines of the proposed Orissa 
Province. 


The Government of India agreed with 
the suggestions of the Simon Commission 
and appointed a Boundary Commission for 


OrissayawithiyS. P. :O. (Donnel -asiithe 
Chairman. Other members of the 
Committee were T. R. Phukoon, H. M. 
Mehta, Rajah of Parlakhemundl, 
Sachidananda Sinha and Rai Bahadur 
C.V. S. Narasingha Raju Garu. 5! The 
terms of this Committee were io examine 


the financial and other 
Setting up a Separate a 
Orissa and make 

regarding the adjustment o 


consequences of 
dministration for 
recommendations 
f boundaries. 

The Committee met at 
7th November 1931, and invited 
Memorandum from the Public bodies. 
Besides, it visited Gopalpur-on-sea on the 
15th December 1931, and Parlakhemundi 
on the 16th December 1931 to take oral 
evidence The Uikal Sammilani and 
other local Oriya Associations demanded 


wing areas be included in the 
new Orissa Province. 


(1) The Orissa Division, (2) Angul, (3) 
the Subdivisions of Contai and Jhargan 
and the thanas of 


Patna on the 


Kharagpur, Narayangarh, 
Danton, Mohanpur and Kashiari of the 
Sudder Subdivision of the district of 
Midnapore, (4) the thanas of Similipal, 
Raipur 


and Khatra of the district of 
of Singhbhum, 
um, Man Bazar 
hum district, (7) 
(8) the Zamindaries 


Bankura, 


and a group 0° 
“Jogni” villages 
district, (10) the district 
Uding the agency tracts) 
taluk of Chicacolg and ' 
Sub-taluk of Narasanpeta, (11) Vizaga- 
Patanam Agency including Gaden taluk. 
Regarding the 
Engal, the Comm 
aS a part 
historical 


Otiya-speaking areas 'n 
ittee accepted Midnapore 
Of Orissa on linguistic, racial an 

Sounds. But it did n° 


recommend iis inclusion in Orissa since 
majority of the people did not wish to go 
to Orissa. li did not also recommend ito 
include Bankura in Orissa on linguistic and 
racial grounds**. In the case of Singbhum, 
the Committee concluded that linguistically 
and ethnologically the Oriyas were a small 
minovity of the population and their claim 
Was opposed by all sections of people. 
Besides, the separation of Singbhum from 
the rest of Chotanagapur was not in the 
interests of the tribal people to which 
majority of the inhabitants belonged. The 
lines of communication also favoured 
Singbhum’s retention in Chotanagapur®>. 
The Committee also studied the claims of 
the Oriyas over Manbhum, — Ranchi, 
pec anagapur and came to the conclusion 
at 


race, language, economic inieresis 
and geographical position favoured their 
attachment io Bihar®®’. In the Central 


Provinces, barring Khariar and Padmapur, 
Where the Oriyas constituted majority, the 
Committee did not recommend the inclusion 
Of Phuljhar and other Oriya-speaking 
areas 7. In ihe Ganjam district, though 
the Commiitee recommended the inclusion 


Of the plains and the Agency areas, it 
excluded the areas like Ichhapore, 
Manjusa, Budarsingh, Jalaniar, Tekkali 


and Tarla which were recommended to be 
transferred to Orissa by the Phillip Duff 
Commission. In the case of Parlakimendi 
the Chairman of the Committee disagreed 
With his two colleagues and recommended 
for its attachment,to tha Madras presidency®. 
For inclusion into Orissa, the Commi- 
ttee recommended the Vizagapatanam 
Agency tracts except the Gudem taluk, the 
Hill Madgole estate, the Veravilli area, the 
Stungaravarapukot tracts, the Palkond tract, 
a portion of the Salur taluk and the South- 
astern of Gunpur etc., where the Telugus 
formed the majority °. Thus, the Committee 
tecommended transfer to Orissa an area of 
approximately 33,000 square miles wiih a 
Population of about 8,277,000°. The 
Committee stated that the loss.of territorles 
Would not cause any loss to the respective 
Governments. Rather by the creation of the 
New Orissa province, both the Governments 
Of Bihar and Madrass would be financially 
benefited®!. Regarding financial deficit, 
the Committee recommended that the 
allocation of mew sources of revenue Or a 


subvention from the Central Government, 
or by a combination of both would bridge 
the financial gap™. 


The O' Donnell Committee Report was 
very much oppOsed by the Oriyas. They 
organised meetings in protest and led 
depuiations to the Goveinment for justice. 
Their main objection was that vast Oriya- 
speaking areas were excluded by the said 
Committee. On | June 1931, a meeting 
of the ‘Uikal Ashram’ was held at Berham- 
pore with Gorachand Paitanaik in chair. 
lt resolved to start vigorous agitation for 
the irclusion of the areas, such as, Ichha- 
pore, Jalaniar, Saruva, Manjusa, Badarsin- 


gha, Tarela, Nandigram. Tikili, Sompeiia 
etc. In another resolution, the exclusion 
of ihe districts of Singbhum, Midnapore 


and Phuljhar and some Oriya-speaking 
areas in the Vizagapattanam Agency was 
regretted ©. 


On 12 September 1932, an Oriya depu- 
tation waited on the Governor-General at 
Simla under the leadership of the Rajah of 
Parlakhemundi and explained the injustice 
done to the Oriyas in the O’ Donnell Com- 
mittee Report. In his reply, the Governor- 


General supported the proposed Orissa 
province and said that financial deficit 
would not siand a bar %. 


At the close of the third session of the 
Round Table Conference, Samuel Hoare, 
the Secretary of State for India, announced 
on 24 December 1932, the intention of 
His Majesty's Government that Orissa 
would enter the future federation of India 
as a distinct province. The British Govern- 
ment published a ‘white paper’ on 17 
March 1933. The ‘white paper’ proposed 
to create two new provinces, Sind and 
Orissa®>. The Secretary of State appoin- 
ted an Informal Committee under the 
Chairmanship of S. P. O.’ Donnell, to report 
on the boundary question. An Oriya dele- 
gation consisting of seven members met 
the Secretary of State under the lecdership 
of the Rajah of Paralakhemundi on 3 July 
1933 and submitied-a representation. 


In England, the Rajah approached the 
Secretary of State to transfer at least a 
portion of his Estate including the parla- 
kimedi town to Orissa. His arguments 
could noi convince the Secretary of State 
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~who asked the Viceroy of India for his 
views on this maiter®. But the Viceroy 
strongly opposed the transfer both the 
Jeypore and of Parlakhemundi to Orissa°7. 


‘The Creation of Orissa 

Finally, the Joint Parliamentary Com- 
mittee considered the proposals of the 
‘white paper’ regarding the creation of the 


mew province of Orissa. It made ihe 
following recommendations. “A separate 
province of Orissa, would however, be 


perhaps the Most homogeneous 
Province. in the whole of British India, 
‘both racially and linguistically, the com- 
munal difficuliy is practically non-existent 
and iis claim appears to have the sympathy 
and support of all patties in India.... ..In 
‘these circumstances we recommend that 
a new province of Orissa be consiituted’’®, 
They recommended that there should be 
added io the Orissa province as defined 
in the proposal 61 of the ‘white Paper’ 
(a) that portion of the Jeypore Esiate 
which the 0’ Donnell Committee proposed 
to transfer to Orissa; (6) the Parala- 
khemundi and  Jalantar Maliahs; (c) a 
small portion of the Paralakhemundi 
Estate including Paralakhemundi town®. 


The recommendations of the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee were accepted 
by the House of Commons. Accordingly 
the Government of India Bill was prepared 
and the provision for the creation of a 
Separate Orissa Province was enlisted in 
the Bill. Orissa came into being on 1st 
April, 1936 with iis capital at Cutiack. 


The new province of Orissa comprised 
an area of 32,695 square miles with a 
population of 8,043,681 drawn from three 
Provinces, Madras, Ceniral Provinces, Bihar 
and Orissa. 


With the formation of Orissa Province, a 
long-felt and deep-seated national Sentiment 
of the Oriyas was mei, if not wholly, but 
Substantially. Oriyas almost after four 
centuries got a chance to fulfil aspirat 
of self-government and self-expression, 


To-day Orissa remains one of the 
Boorest States in the country. The Causes 
of its economic backwardness lie to a 
substantial extent in its long political and 
administrative dismemberment and its 


ions 


consequent neglect. Orissa complets 50 
years of iis modern existence on 1st April 
1986. Taking into account the above 
deficiency, the people of Orissa must. rise 
to the occasion and quicken the place of 
progress. 
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PLAN TO CONSERVE MONUMENTS AND ANTIQUITIES 
OF ORISSA 


A comprehensive plan to conserve t 
quities of Orissa including the Shri Ja 
of Konark, Temple of Ranipur-Jhari 
drawn up in a high level Meeting 
Shri K. P. Singh Deo, Union Ministe 
Personnel & A. R. presided over the 


Progress of work of Archaeological conservation of Shri Jagannath 
Temple. 


he ancient monuments and anti- 


It was decided to formulate 


a Master Plan for 
Shri Jagannath Temple and the s 


ndia, 
enough reasons for introducing 


establishing two Sub-circles 
Western Orissa which is so tar 


The meeting was attended, amon 


Additional Chief Secretary, Shri v. Patnaik, Commissioner-cum-Sec 


Culture ; Shri Sahadey Sahoo, Secretary Commerce : Shri 
Mohapatra, Collector, iD. Ss. Tripathy, ' 


Shri A. K. Sharma, 
Srivastava, Asst. 
Prasad Rao, Asst. 


9 others by Shri L. |. Parija, 
retary, 
Narendra 


Culture; 


Puri; 


to the beneficiaries, 
ailed into the State 


Satyabadi Movement of 


Gopabandhu and Orissa Liberation 


Shri L. K. Mishra 
and 
Shri Debaraj Sahoo 


KKK KN KAIIKK KAN KANN HK NAINA AK KANN KK ANN KK AA K KANNAN KANN 


The movements for Oriyan liberation and 
Orissan unity resulting in the creation of 
Separate Orissa Province continued for more 
than half a century. Though the history 
of ancient Orissa has offered a good 
Cultural pattern, but those glories of the past 
were already lost. Considering from the 
Nationalistic’ point of view, there was no 
Such “territorial pattern” offering a “common 
nationhood” tothe Orissan people. It is 
Only after the British historians in the 
Peronality of Sterling and Hunter, started 
writing on the “history of ancient Orissa” 
that the glories of ancient Orissa were 
tevealed and made known to the people. 
That “national consciousness’ giving a 
common basis of Culture, linguistic pattern, 
a definite territorial identity came to Orissa 
too late. Itis only after 1850 that move- 
Ments of some form were given momentum 
for the “liberation of Orissa” and their unity. 
Itis really 4 pity to note that the movements 
does not have a national character. The 
Main reason behind it was that the “Oriyas” 
had no “identity” of their own. So the 
Movements were designed in such a way 
that they would be obsessed in the creation 
of Orissa as a separate province giving 
Orissan people their required identity and 
finally to be lost in the wave of movements 
for national independence. The movements 
Of these years were centred round two 
brilliant personalities. They were cavour 
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like Madhusudan and Garribaldi and 
Mazzini like Gopabandhu and they were 
operating from their bases respectively from 
Utkal Sammilami and ‘Satyabadi”. 


Crisis of Identity 

The history of Orissa from 1850 till 1920 
was mainly concerned with the movements 
for the integration or Oriya speaking areas 
and to give the whole territory a properly 
defined “identity”. Thus the movements 
has a “regional character” since it was a 
historical necessity. The main reason was 
that Orissa has long remained a neglected 
part of the Bengal-Bihar province. Through- 
out the last quarter of the 19th century a 
strong anti-Bengal wave was flowing on 


Orissa soil. Even if Benglis were 
considered as ardent enemies of the 
“Oriyas” when the British conquered 
Orissa in 1803, the British India admini- 


strators, used Bengalis as tools for oppre- 
ssing the “Oriya nationality”. Even if most 
of the Orissan landlords were deprived of 
their proprietory rights over ‘land’ and the 
land were auctioned out to the “Bengali 
Zamidars”. The Khurda rebellion of 1805 
occurred due to the fact that the Buxi of 
Khurda was deprived his proprietory rights 
due to the shrewdness of a Bengali official. 
Even if British missionaries of officials 
tried their best to disturb QOrissan culture 
and they attacked vehemently on “Oriya” as 


alanguage. The Christian missionaries arrived 
for the first time on Orissan coast on 12th 
February 1822. These missionaries eStablished 
as many as 15 schools during the short 
Period between June 1822 and December 
1823. In 1835, under British Government's 
Sponsorship that a school was established at 
Puri. Next year the missionaries Started a 
printing press at Puri and Continued to write 
and publish articles in Oriya against casteism 
and Jagannath cult. However, the christian 
missionaries contributed a lot to the spread 
of Western influence in Orissa in respect to 
literature and some of the important aspects 
of social life. 


But some of the Royal 
Patronized by the British 
to abolish Oriya language from Orissan 
mainland and to introduce Bengali as a 
language in the educational Curriculum. This 
was necessiated due to the fact that Oriya 
was lacking in grammar and text-books, 
Even if U. C. Haldar has to gone to the 
extent of Prophesing to write Qriya 


Bengali servants 
Government tried 


Prog in 
Bengali script, in an article Published jn the 
newspaper “Cuttack Star” in July 1869, In 
a speech delivered by R. L. Mitra at 


Cuttack debating Society 
expressed his belief that the abolition of 
Oriya language Would result in the improve- 
ment Orissan conditions both Socially and 
economically. Mitra described “Oriya” as g 
Cortupt form of original Bengali tanguage 
Kanti Bhattacharya has also launched 4 


vement fe : 
mo} n the Oriya 


language °. 


in 1869 the author 


ge was about to 


erritoria] 
entity ern di 
Otissa Including Ganjam, : 
Parts of Kalahandj 
Province. joini 
adjoining Phulbanj 
Bolangir, ormed a par be 


t of the 
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administration and culture. Besides this there 
were a number of princely states. So virtually 
there was nothing to réfer te “Oriya” asa 
nationality and Orissa as a “nation”. Madhu- 
sudan Das was the first Oriya nationalist to 
Start movements for QOrissan unity thus 
imbibing in the minds cf Orissan people the 
concept of nationalism. 


In 1903, Madhusudan Das founded the 
“Utkal Sammilani and launched his career 
movement. Inspried by the ideals of Madhu- 
Sudén, by the Swedishi Movement of 1905, 
the partition of Bengal Movement of 1905, 
Arya Samaj and Brahmo Samaj Movement 
Of the 19th Century and also being inspired 
by the ideal Philosophies of Ramkrishna 
Paramhansa and Vivekenanda, Gopabandhu 
entered social and public life, at least a 
decade before Gandhi came to Indian poli- 
tics, Gopabandhy Saw the Orissa conditions 
“backward! . So Gopebandhu wanted to trans 
form the Orissa Society, thus to give them 
Unity, emselves a feeling of 
énd a spirit of “nationalism” 


in its radical form in order to liberate Orissan 
land end Oriya People. He thought of 
‘ educating the public’ 


thus to bring among 


une existing in the beatitd 
a ee o “Chhuriana and Bakula- 
bana” behind Sakhigopal Tenis a started 
: School. Its PUrpose Was mainly two-fold: 
tion first was to Create a band of revolu- 
anes: of Redshirts of 
Sarribaldi nch movements fo! 
°F national independenc®- 
wes to create a band of sensi- 
'n Russian style so as incit@ 
nts. In the Spirit of Rousseans 
he Proclaimed everyone being 
'S Probably the first of the 

to proclaim the univers4 
Of man. Gopabandhu was 
a group of brilliant 
the persons of Nilakantha 
iB Ktupasindhu, Acharya Harihal, 
'shra and Lingaraj Mishra, ete: 
<M after the completion of theif 
Cined the Satyabadi Schoo! and 
In reality he was the first of th® 
ducationist to give nationalist 


J m 
Certainly joined by 
Colleagues 


education to people at any corner in India. 
The educational pattern developed by Gopa- 
bandhu offered a good contrast to the one 
Propounded by Gandhi after some years. 
Gandhi aimed to give India social, economic 
and political independence. Gandhiji’s 
satyagraha movement was a well judged 
Movement needing adequate preparation and 
Presupposing the fact that the Saiyagrahis 
are to b2 properly trained. 


Since attainment of Swiraj is a difficult 
affair and it cannot be aiiained through 
revolutionary methods, so organiSation of 
the society in a non-violent manner is a 
primary necessity. This orgenisation of the 
whole social order needs penetration into the 
villages in order to secure the services of the 
Villagers, Gandhi termed this as “national 
education” or “education of the massess” 
which meant awakening of national conscious- 
ness among p2ople”. 


In the like manner Gopabandhu years 
before Gandhi, wanted to penetrate into 
the villages thus offering the common 
Villagers “Social Service’ and proclaiming 
in public the “common brotherhood of 


Man". The spirit of the educational 
Programme of Gopabandhu and Gandhi 
Was same. It was on the ideals of “open 


a school” of Saiyabadi that Rabindranath 
agore estsblished his “§antiniketan” and 
Carried on with it the educational programme 


Of Gandhi, And it was only after Gandhi's 
Programme that National Educational 
Institutions sprand up throughout the 
Country including Orissa. The Orissan 
educational movement had a different 
Character, The educational — institutions 
Were atiached with “ashramas” for the 


Students and revolutionaries produced by 
the schools in order to be used as base of 


Operation of national movemenis. Under 
the patronization of Gopabandhu the 
Alakeshramas of Sakhigopsl and Jagat 


singhpur became ideal institutions. In 
1920 Saiyabadi school was made a national 
School under Krupasindhu and Chakradhar- 
Pur High School was left under the charge 
Sf Godabarish Mishra. However national 
Schools were established at Sambalput, 
Yagaisinghpur in Cuttack district, Bhadrakh 
es Sore in Balasore. All these 
stitutions got the patronization of 
9Pabandhu. 
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Gopabandhu could not well b2 satisfied 
alone with “educating the public’ on the 
progiamme drawn up by Gandhi. Since 
the first and foremost purpose of the 
Satyabadi revolutionaries was to fight for 
Oriya nationalism and in long run for 
Indian nationalism, he wanted to incite the 
public sentimenis creating a band sensitive 
literature. Gopabandhu _ himself produced 
some of the patriotic literature in the form 
of “Karakavita’, ‘“Bandira = Atmakatha”, 
“Dharmapada”, “Go-mahatmya”, — which 
through much light on his love for nation 
love for mankind and love for nature. 


Pandit Nilakanta waS a fanatic Oriya 
nationalist. In “Konarka’” one form of 
Kavya literature, we glorified Onya culture 
and its lost glories. 


Godabarish’s work were mostly written 
on historical basis. Krupasindhu Mishra’s 
“Konark”, “Barabati’, ‘Orissa Itihasa” are 
true specimens of nationalist historical 
literature produced during the time. “The 
Bira Bharata” of Basudeva Mahapatra”’ 
“Srimad Bhagavatgita” and “Upanishad” of 


Acharya Harihar, the “Prachina Utkala”, 
“Rajadrohi”, “Rakiapata”, “Bidroha”’, 
“Bandira Maya”, “Bira Yuvaka’, 
“Handisalare Biplaba” of Godabarish 
Mohapatra; ‘’Ghumsar Itihasa’” of  Tarini 


‘Charana Rath are sufficient to incite public 


sentiments in Orissa. Definitely Gandhi 
did not do anything to create such a band 
of sensitive literature. Like “the Father 
and sons of Turgenev’’, “war and peace” 
of Tolstoy,, these literatures had a 
tremendous influence on the public mind. 


Gopabandhu did not confine himself 
inside the premises of Satyabadi School. 
He was actively engaged in Utkal Sammilani 
activities. At least a decade before Gandhi 
formed his “Charkha” programme that 
in 1911, the Utkzla Sammilani_ in its 16th 
session has passed the Charkha resolution 
and a committee for the purpose was 
established. In ideas and_ philosophies, 
Orissa was far ahead of mainstream of 
social and political movement of India. 
But it is a pity to note that its activities 
remained mainly regional. It was in 1918 
that for the first time an All-India issue was 
discussed, when in the Utkal Sammilani 


condemned the Jallian Wallabagh Massacre, 


Madhusudan was the linchpin of the 
social and political movement of Orissa 
and he was a true “Swedeshi” than any of 
his contemporaries. 


However, Gopebandhu after joining 
Utkel Sammilani made efforts to spred its 
spirits in the far out lying provinces of the 
State. In his own eyes he saw how Oriyas 
one being compelled to learn either Hindi 
or Bengali or Yelgu language. Gopebendhu 
could not long renain in the village 
reconstruction progremme underteken by 
Setyebedi School. He thought if, better to 
Commit suicide then not to join the national 
wave. Soin 1916 he joined the Lucknow 
Session of AINC and there he became 
a member of the subject committee. Then 
he founded Puri District Branch of Provin- 
cial Congress Committee of Bihar-Orissa 
Province and became its President. In 1920, 
he attended the Calcutta Session of AINC, 
After returning back from the Chakradharpur 
Session of 1920, Gopabandhu concentrated 
himself solely for bringing political and 
linguistic unification of Orissa. With the 


Regional College of Education, 
Orissa, Bhubaneswar 


TRAVEL AGENTS FROM ABROAD VISIT ORISSA 


On a familiarisation tour to India, 


from Belgium and Luxem i 
recenily, to explore the tour 


India in collaboration with Air India 
attracted spots of Bhubanes : 
Kanan. The visiting group 
potentials of the State and 
ments so far made, in the field 
their remarks “Orissa will be 
as well as an excellent beach resoit”, 
The travel agents witnessed 


Particularly the famous Odissi dance 


larly t and 
of Puri district arranged by the Siate T ee poate 


During their stay, ihe group 
Secretary, Tourism Department 
and other State and Central 


G 
Matters on tourism. 
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ist potentialities of the State, 
Being sponsored by the Department 


the travel 
War, Konark, Puri, 


was vety much 
Sonvinced with th 


of tourism in Orissa, 
a success both 


Some performances 


sed i i i 
ae aes With Shri v, Patnaik, 


Overnment Tourist Office 


launching of Non-co-operation Movement 
of 1920, the Satyabadi movement lost its 
original character. The Satyabedi School 
was closed. Gopabandhu in the style of 
Garribaldi wes lost in the nationel wave. 


Gopebandhu was very much_ influenced 
by Mazinnian ideals. Mazzini’s words 
which Gopabandhu wes _ using for inciting 
the pupils was “without a country and 
without liberty we might produce some 
pemphlets of art but no vital ert. Therefore 
it was better for us to concentrate our 
lives to the solution of the problem—Are 
we to have a country ?”. 


However, Gopabandhu Movements of 
these years wes not definitely futile: 
It bore fruit on April 1, 1936, But Gopa- 


bandhu was not destined to live up t® 
thai day. 


Long live our Utkelmcni Gopebandhu, 
Long live our Oriya race; and 
Long live Our Indian Nation. 


ag*oup of ten travel agents 


€ a three-day visit to Orissa, 


of Tourism, Government of 


egenis visited the tourist 
Chilika lake end Nendan- 
Impressed by the tourist 


e infrastructural develop- 


According to 
as a cultural destination 


on folk dances 
, nce of Balighai 
Ourlsm and Culture Department. 
discus 

Nautiyal, Director, Tourism 


'S regarding 


Remembering Ambedkar 


Shri K. R. Narayanan* 
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Br. Ambedkar was one of the giants of 
a angi one of the great personalities of 
ect ndian national movement and of the 

‘an renaissance. He waS a _ many- 
Splendoured personality, a great scholar an 
original thinker, writer, orator, debater, a 
ate jurist and constitutionalist, and above 
an restless agitator and revolutionary 
ahs ng for social reform and radical social 

@nges in our country, 


patel the brief meeting | had with 
Was edkar in New Delhi in 1943 when he 
Counc member of the Viceroy’s Executive 
Tavs il. After taking my first degree from 
gontch ar. | had gone to the north in 
tigy4 of ajob. | had a letter of introduc- 
fin © Ambedkar from one who had known 
Che. 'n Travancore. 1 took a room ina 
Pad hotel in Delhi, put my luggage there 
Prith then went to Ambedkar's residence at 
Vi Raj road with the introduction letter. 
© ead the letter and asked me “where are 
Our “sammans’, your luggage?” Obviously 
pa es thinking of putting me up at his 
‘dence. That was the kind of human 
eae that he was. Though | was a 
anger coming from a remote corner of 
€rala he wanted to put me up in his 
Ouse, 


ase was fortunate to have a crop of 
gies leaders during th's century. ! would 
Ut Ambedkar on the same level with them, 


with Gandhi, Nehru, and others. As you 
know there were many differences and 
great debates among those leaders, but all of 
them were united on two things—freedom 
for India, and the unity of India. 


Hatred for Untouchability 


Ambedkar hated the caste system, 
“untouchability” and the inequalities of old 
Indian society with a glowing incandescent 
hatred. He fought those social ills and 
injustices ruthlessly and with unmatched 
political skill. But that did not prevent him 
from remaining a staunch Indian nationalist. 
What he was trying was_ to bargain, and he 
was a tough bargainer, with the British and 
other Indian nationalist leaders for the 
maximum that he could get for his 
community in terms of political safeguards. 
That was his intention and not to compro- 
mise on Indian independence. As a shrewd 
politician he used the opportunity offered by 
the period of transition from foreign rule to 
independence for getting maximum _ benefits 
and safeguards for his community viz., the 
Scheduled Castes or Harijans as Mahatma 
Gandi called them. We all know how 
Gandhiji was dedicated to the abolition of 
“untouchability”, how he tried to arouse 
among Hindus a sense of ‘shame in regard 
to this social evil and urged them into 
social action to remove it. 


*on. 
in agit & R. Narayanan is the Hon.” Mini 
D Netion organised by Indian Associ 

MbedKar's 94th birth anniversary falls 
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ster of State for Planning. This write-up is taken from a paper he read 
ations of New York, when he was Indian Ambassador to U. Ss. A. 
on 12fh April. i ae 


The Scheduled Castes are still the lowest, 
the most deprived, the most dispossessed 
and the least educated sectlon of Indian 
society. They were shaken up as were the 
rest of the Indian masses by the nationalist 
movement. lf Mahatma Gandhi introduced 
a moral purpose, shall one say a moral soul, 
as ‘well as a mass dimension to the 
Indian nationalist movement, and _ if 
Jawaharlal Nehru introduced a social and 
economic dimension and a_ world vision, 
Dr. Ambedkar brought to it a profound 
social content and a passionate protest 
against social inequalities and oppression. 
If Gandhiji aroused the masses of India as 
a whole, Ambedkar aroused and organized 
social and political consciousness among 
the lowest strate of Indian society. Our 
democracy is functioning properly in India 
because the masses, the average voter, is 
able to cast his vote with a degree of intelli- 
gence and political consciousness. Today 
the voier from this lowest strate of society 
is able to exercise his right to vote properly 
Partly due to the work done by Dr.Ambedkar 
In arousing their consciousness, 


There were some people who questioned 
the nationalism of Dr. Ambedkar. | happened 
to have read Ambedkar somewhat Carefully, 
As early as in the 1930s Ambedkar had 
said, “To say that this Country is 
divided by castes and Creeds and that it 
Cannot be one united selfgoverning commu- 
ninty unless adequate safeguards for protec- 
tion of minorities are made as 
constitution, is a positio 
can be no objection; 
must bear in mind that 
are riven by and atom 
ideal is a united India. That being so, i 
follows that every Minority in formulati i 
the safeguards it needs must take care ne 


they will not be incompatible with the 
realization of this great ideal.” 


Part of the 
n to which there 
but the minorities 
although today we 
ised by czste, Our 


That was a statement Ambedkar made in 
the impassioned days of bitter Political 
debates with Gandhiji. There could be no 
doubt that he stood for a free India, fora 
United India. Again in 1949 delivering his 
great speech during the third reading of 
free India’s Constitution, he put forward the 
same position on freedom and Unity. There 
Was an edmirable consistency ébout the 
man. He warned the Constituent Assembly 
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“What perturbs me greatly is the fact that 
India has not only once before lost her 
independence but she lost it by the infidelity 
and treachery of its own people.” He then 
exhorted every party not to place its paiti- 
cular beliefs above the interests of the 
nation, and said: “We must be determined 
to defend our indedendence till the last drop 
of our blood.” Could there be any more 
passionate declaration of nationalism and 
psttiotism than this ? 


A Palace on cowdung 


Dr. Ambedkar 


was, of course, a great 
democrat. 


His contribution to Indian demo- 
Crecy was noi limited to his high position 
as the Chairman of the Drafting Committee 
of the Constitution and to his skillful role 
in piloting the draft of the Constitution in 
the Constituent Assembly. He had during 
his political career put forward a variety of 
political and social ideas that fertilized 
Indian thinking and contributed to our 
decision to adopt the parliamentary form of 
democracy for India. In the speech which 
was the last one he made on_ the Consti- 
tution before it was passed, he gave 4 
Warning: “On January 26, 1950 we will 
have equality in politics and inequality in 
Social and economic life, We must remove 
this contradiction at the earliest moment Of 
else those who suffer from inequality will 
blow up the structure of political democracY 
which this Assembly has so laboriously 
built up.” In that speech he used a colourful 
Phrase. He said that political democracy 
erected on the divisions, inequalities and 
ae eect traditional Indian society would 
Se ppRsce oe H con dungy 
Meeeey Sacred and useful, bu 
ay fragile. I should like to add here that 
introduce a mate are India managed a 
content into ote x been ene econoth 
democracy. ystem of politica 


A lot is written j 
iti n 
British did during ¢ books on what the 


Pa he Raj to improve the lot 
or the untouchables”, They did some- 


thi 
Ng no doubt, they were a long time in 


India. But th i 
ea e be i 
British rulers of | Bare Oh ce 


ndia wes one of lit 

: : neutrality 
ae religious and __ social 
Peace They adopted this neutrality 
®Y did not wish to offend and 


antagonize. powerful! sections of Indian 
society consiiiuting the wealthier classes 
and the upper castes; ‘their main interest 
was io maintain their rule undisturbed by 
social or political opposition. Dr. Ambedkar 
had something telling to say about this 
policy of social neutrality. He remarked 
that the British cttitude was like that of a 
Chinese tailor (not a_ tailor from today’s 
People’s Republic of China), who when 
given cloth to make a suit together with 
an old suit as a model, made the new suit 
So faithfully according to the old model with 
all its stains, tears and patches : That was, 
Ambedkar said, what the British did to the 
old Indian social system; they preserved 
almost everything they inherited. Of course 
some minor social! reforms were introduced 
and forces of change were also at work 
in Indian society following the introduction 
of modern industry. There was, however, 
No policy of social change or any attempt 
to tamper with the social system. 


One of his biographers has narrated the 
siory of Ambedkar’s audience with King 
George V during the Round Table Con- 
ference in London. Sitting in the garden of 
Buckingham Palace the  King-Emperor 
asked Dr. Ambedkar about the condition of 
“the untouchables” in India and Ambedkar 
Gave a telling picture of their squalid life in 
Indian society. The biographer says that 
George V shuddered at this narration. Now, 
One knows that the King was genuinely 
‘Moved, but was it the British Government 
and not the Indian people or Mahatma 
Gandhi who was ruling India then ? That 
was really the attitude of the British Raj 
On basic social questions. The British 
Were around in India since Clive won ithe 
battle of Plessey in 1757, and queen 
Victoria became the Empress of India in 
1876. Though they ruled India for well 
Over a century, they could still disown 
responsibility for all of India’s social ills. 
1am not denying the Indian responsibility 
for them during the colonial period or even 
after, but am merely pointing out how 
Significant social reforms and changes 
could not take place in India during the 
Period of the British Raj- 


Three Dangers 


In his great speech in the 
Assembly, Ambedkar warned 


Constituent 
the newly 
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emerged independent nation of three 
dangers. One was the danger to constitu- 
tional Government. He pleaded that we 
must always stick to constitutional methods 
for achieving our objectives—political, social 
or economic. It is interesting that this 
social revolutionary who _ passionately 
criticized the Hindu social system, pzescri- 
bed constitutional methods alone for corre- 
cting those ills and effecting social and 
economic development. He was opposed 
to the method of Satyagraha that Gandhi 
preached and practised; he said that 
Saityagraha—non- violent non-co-operation— 
Meant anarchy and that it should not be 
practised in Independent India. Ambedkar 


was a democrat and a Constitutionalist in 
the classical sense of the term. 
The second danger he warned India 


against was hero worship. He pointed out 
that India was prone to the Bhakti cult— 
the cult of religious -devotion—and tended 
to worship our leaders as heroes. That, 
according to Ambedkar was not in con- 
formity with the principles of democracy. 
He quoted the famous words of the Irish 
patriot Deniel O’ Connor that. “A man 
should not be grateful at the cost of his 
honour, a woman ait the cost of her 
chastity and a nation at the cost of its 
liberty." He exhorted India never to put 
its liberty at the feet of any man however 
great and surrender its freedom and 
liberty. 


Ambedkar’s third exhortation was on the 
need for siate action for removing the inhe- 
rited ills and evils of Indian society especi- 
ally untouchability and the caste system. 
Gandhiji had apposed and fought against 
uniouchability more than anyone else in 
Indian history. He was a crusader against 
unitouchability. As regards the caste system, 
though he was opposed io its degeneration 
and rigorous distinctions, Gandhi was not 
fundamentally opposed to the system as 
such. lt was Amb2dkar who advocated a 
root and branch change !n the caste sysiem, 
its abolition in theory and practice, indeed 
its destruction. Age-old prejudices and 
social, practices die hard in practice, Today 
if you read the meirimonial columns of 
ethnic Indian newspapers published in 
American, you will find the influence of 
Gasie even among Indians living abroad, 


Many have talked about the problem of 
caste in India today. It is not essy in practice 
to remove completely within a short period 
age-old social customs. In the Civil war 
in America the question of slavery and the 
liberation of the Negroes was one of the 
great issues. This great American democracy 
with all its affluence and stability has yet 
to root out Completely social, economic and 
psychological distinctions arising from this 
old inequality. 


One will have some idea of the enormity 
of the tasks faced by India during the last 
37 years of freedom if one views it with 
a bit of sympathetic imagination, how we 
have been, for the first tme in hundreds of 
years of foreign invasions and foreign rule, 
trying to reform a society which had 
almost got frozen in social backwardness. 
We have to change an ancient society which 
did not have the chance of normal evolution 
in history and to eradicate from the minds 
and hearts of people deeply rooted social 
prejudices and attitudes. Thanks. to Gandhi, 
Nehru, Ambedkar and other leaders. untou- 
chability has been abolished in law by the 
Constitution and made a justiceable offence, 
and there is provision for reservations in 
Government services end educational insti- 
tutions for the 


Scheduled Castes and 
Tribes. The Directive ‘Principles of the 
Constitution also provide for special 
Measures for the upliftment socially, edu- 


cationally and economically of the weeker 
sections of society. For the first time there 
is.a legislative state in India established 
by the Constitution in the drafting of which 
Ambedkar had major role. 


In the British period there wa 
legislative state in India though some pieces 
of social legislation were introduced by 
them, like the prohibition of Sati and child 
Marriage. But then let us not forget it was 
at the instanse of Indian reformers like Raja 
Ram Mohan Roy and others, indeed on the 
Uurgings of the enlightened sections of the 
Indian public, that such legislation was 
brought about by the British. Today, the 
State in India has become an instrument of 
Social and economic Change. We still suffer 
from many social inequalities and problems 


S no Such 


and new conflicts among section of people, 
among castes and other interest groups, 
have arisen. based more on ecoomic factors. 
India today is at a new stage of develop- 
ment and some of these Conflicts are partly 
due to the process of devleopment itself, 
due to the rise in the consiausness and 
expectations of people. 


Considerable Progress 


The progress that the ordinary masses 
and the deprived sections of society. have 
made in India since Independence is not 
negligible, it is remarkable compared to the 
relatively short span of time and the huge 
Magnitude of the problems involved. Even 
richer societies whicn had Similar problems 
of special distinctions have not yet fully 
Overcome them. The Scheduled Casies in 
India whose cause Ambedkar espoused, 
are still the victims in practice of social 
and economic deprivations but they have 
made considerable Progress since 
Independence, and above all they are 
today concious of their rights. India had 
Cabinet Ministers, High Court Judges, 
even a Supreme Court Justice, Ambassadors 
and many high officials belonging to this 
Section of our population. Dr. Ambedkar 
Said that he was surprised when he Was 
asked soon after Independence to become a 
member of the Drafting Committee On the 
Constitution, that he even more 
Surprised when he was asked to be the 
Chairman of the Committee and then the 
Law Minister of India. Mr. Jagjivan Ram, 
another member of the Scheduled Castes, 
wes amember of the Cabinet right from 
the beginning and he later became a 
Deputy Prime Minister of India. 


All this does not mean that the Scheduled 
Castes have got over their social and 
€conomic problems. We in India recognize 
these problems which are immense, but one 
must also recognize the Progress’ that has 
been made. Ambedkar's work was one of 
the most powerful forces behind the social 
change that has come over India not only 
for the Scheduled Castes and Tribes but 


for the deprived Sections of the society as 2 
whole. 


Folk Dance and 
Music of Phulbani 


Shri Babulal Doshi 
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Dike other districts of Orisse, Phulbeni 
is elso a proud possessor of vast wealth 
of folk dences end music, which play en 
important part in the socie! life of the 
People and menifest styles deiived from 
local tradition end social environment. 
Folk Dances end music ere the ait end 
Culture of the people who <re outside the 
influence of the urbzn cultuie end modein 
Civilisation, Due to spread of modern’ 
education, emplementation of extensive 
development woik end <ctivity of religious 
missionaries, the pattein of folk culture is 
bound to change day by day. It requires 
Sincere and systematic effoit to explore 
them jn their pristine fo:m end thet wes 
the main object of the survey end reseaich 
On folk dence end music conducted by the 
Kala Vikash Kendra, Cuitack in sixties. 


Field Organisation 

Personnel and Equipments—The Reseatch 
group consisting of myself, a reseatch 
Scholar, a musicien, a dancer, a _ photo- 
grapher and a tape record operator toured 
the Phulbeni district extensively to conduct 
the system tic survey and reseatch on folk 
dénce end music. The reseaich scholar, 
before the operation of group-wolk mede 
his preliminary survey end arrengements 
for the survey The district wes divided 
into four culture! renges : 


1. area more influenced by modern 


civilisetion; 
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2. area less influenced by modetn 
civilisation; 

3. area inhabited by premitiie Kutia 
tribe; end 

4. the Baudh subcivision which is the 
most advenced area in the district, 
Some centres, situcted in the <bove 
four regions, were selected for she 
pelformences of the loci! folk 
dances znd music. The g:oup end 
the reseerch scholar separctely hed 
ccczsion to visit meny villages end 
fesiivels to observe ihe folk dence 
znd music of the Iccz! people 
in their neturel envitcnment. 
Gardengia ~nd Bodimunda in the 
Tikebali Bicck, Nuzgeaon ind 
Gunjigzon in Beliguda Block, Leser 
and Belghar in Tumutibendh Block 
and some villages of Bcudh were 
selected for the study of  fclk 
dance end music of the respective 
arecs. 


The survey aims et discovering the folk 
dences <nd music of the district in its 
ptistine form end to essess the dé€gvee of 
modern influence cnd the changes of siyle 
end paitein on the seme. The survey tiy 
to present a picture of folk dénces <end 
music of the people with their sccil, 
ecenomic end culture! beckg:cund, Efforts 
have <lso been mede to essess the future 
of the folk dences end mus‘c of the people 


under rapid change in their economic and 
social status due to Community Develop- 
ment movement and due to activities of the 
Missionaries in som? parts of the district. 


Geogiapny is one of the most important 
factors which mould the life and culture 
of the people. So b2fore going into the 
Survey on the folk danses and music, we 
should have a rough id2a about the 
g2ographical situation, climate, 20ple and 
their economic persuits, etc. 


Tn2 district of Phulbani lies batween 
19°-36” and 20°-53’ N latitude and 83°- 
33’ E and 84°-48’ E longitude. 


Tne disirict may b2 regardad as contain- 
ing two main divisions namaly the plains 
area of Boudh subdivision and the agency 
areas of the rest of the district. Khondmal 
subdivision forms a b-oken plateau about 
1,700 feet above s2a level’ The whole of 
this area is a n3t work of hills and forests, 
intersparsed here and there with small 
hamlets of the Khonds. The mean level of 
Balliguda subdivision is about 2,000 feet 
above sea level. 


The natural b2auties of the district are 
exceedingly fine. Vast rang2s of forest and 
mountain alternate with narrow valleys and 
look bright and beautiful in the sun. The 
hills in many parts look barren due to 
shifting or ‘Podu’ cultivation by the back- 
ward trib>s, wno are now learning modern 
methods of cultivation through the 
Community Development Programme. 


(a) The Khonds—The Population has a 
preponde-ense of tribal elemant, mostly the 
Khonds. The anthropolog'sts divide the 
ancient Indians into two QTOUDS : ‘Gondid’ 
and ‘Indid’. The ‘Gondid’ is More ancient 
of the two. The ‘Gondid’ js therefore 
known as the first inhab'tant of Indian soil. 
Th2 O-aons, Gonds Khonds are different 
g’oups of this ancient race, ‘Gondid’. In 
the current of tims and Under the influsnce 
of other casi2s and tribas, religion, culture 
and civilisation. tha Khonds 
divided into different groups 


Kandha, Malua Kandha 
etc. 


The Khonds are known 


in the non-tribal 
world for their ‘maria’ 


system in Which 
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‘The Khonds do not mind a 


human sacrifices were common and _ regular 
features some years back. Now buffalowes 
are being sacrificed in place of human 
baings. They do not express their anger 
easily or prompily, but they commit some- 
thing unexpected on all a sudden when 
become extremely angry. They always look 
other people with suspicion and do not 
balieve others even though they seem to 
hear everthing attentively and appear to be 
convinced. The ‘Pans’ (a scheduled caste) 
are the most faithful people of the ‘Khonds’- 
They are very cunning and are the exploi- 
ting class in the tribal area. li is said that 
the Khonds are kings and the Pans are their 
Ministers. The Khond Women have tatoo 
Marks on their faces from their childhood. 
Tatoo marking has become a rigid social 
custom as no girl Without tatoo marks on 
her face can marry in the Khond Society. 
The Khonds spaak ‘Kui’ language, which is 
a spoken-dilect without Written scripts. The 
Xhonds of Boudh area speak Oriya as most 
of them have forgoiten their dialect. The 
Khonds are an agricultural tribe although 
they depend Partly on forest produce. 
Turmeric, Kangul and maize, etc. are the 
main agricultural Products. Paddy is being 
cultivated in ihe filed situated on the valleys. 
nything for the 
destruction of vast ranges o' 
On the mountain for Shifti 
The Khonds are 
They worship the €arth, hills 
They believe in Spiri 
too. The Khonds a 
innocent and cen ver 
vy others. They 
gers than the fierce 


and mountains: 
is and worship idols 
re very simple and 
Y easily be exploited 
st@ more afraid of stran- 
& wild animals, 


Kuti Kandhas. 

Western part of 
tainsous regions. They are found _ still 
Maintaining their Primitiveness, They live 


ON Collection of forest Produce and hunting 
and their mai 


Wi n drink is ‘Salap’ juice a kind 

ot Wins Produceg froin Salap trees. Some 
of them take up Cultivation. They adopt 
Shifting 


i Cultivation which could not b?% 
discouraged although Government mad? 
Vast Provision for their resettlement i" 
colonies and Provided them with cultivable 
and, implemanig and bullocks for agriculture 
They five On the hills and never like to come 


oy 
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down to plain for resettlement. Most of 
them are still found half naked. They live 
in small huts which are built on holes which 
are always dark. The huts are covered 
with grass or leaves. The Kutias are very 
simple and innocent and have all other 
characteristics of the Khonds. They are very 
courageous before the fierce wild animals; 
but extremely coward even before an 
unarmed stranger. The Kutia women do not 
have tatoo marks on their faces. They are 
healthy, fair complexioned and beautiful. 
But they are very dirty. They have little 
sense of personal and community cleanliness. 
The men are tall and healthy. 


Non-tribal people have already settled in 
these areas to carry on their trades. 


The Folk dances of the district 


The purpose of the tribal folk dance is 
two fold : Religion and Entertainment. The 
Khonds have one hundred and one festivals 
during the year and dance forms the most 
important item of each tribal festival. They 
also dance on the occasion of the social 
function. Dance and music afe most 
important part of their life. In the evening 
the marriageable youth, both men and 
Women dance together. This gives them 
regular training as well as entertainment. 
No human being likes sorrows, worries and 
anxieties though these are inevitable in their 
lifé. They try to either remove these 
Unwanted things or sometimes try to forget 
them through some other means. The 
Dance and Music are the means through 
Which the tribal folk try to forget their, 
sorrows, worries and anxieties. They donot 
repent for their past, do not bother for their 
future and are not conscious of the present 
while they merge themselves in the ocean 
Of joy and happiness which they derive from 
these simple, traditional dance and music. 


It has been clearly pointed out that the 
Boudh Subdivision is quite different from 
historic, geographical as well as cultural 
points of view from the rest of the district 
though it is one unit under the same district 
administration. With this point in mind we 
are going to describe the dances and music 
Of the district under three hands : Folk 
dance cf the Khonds, Folk dance of the 
Kutias and Folk dance of Boudh. 
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Folk dance and music of the Khonds 

(2) Dhangda- Dhangdi dance—' Dhangda” 
means unmarried grown up by and 
“Dhangdi” means unmarried matured girl 
Kui language. The unmarried youth of both 
the sex take part in the dance for which it 
is known as Dhangda-Dhangdi Dance. 
This is also named by the Kandhas as 
‘Lasani Enda’ Dance. This dance _ is 
common both in the Khond and Kutia 
tribes, but there are more ditference than 
similarities in the style and music of the 
dances of both the tribes. The object of 
the dance is self entertainment. The dance 
is also performed on occasions of festivals 
and ceremonies. In the Khond society the 
Dhangdas of one village do not dance with 
the Dhangdis of the same village. The 
Dhangdas of one village will do to other 
village for performing the dance with the 
Dhangdis of that village. The dance most 
often becomes the sources of love and 
marriage between young. girls and 
boys. 


The Dhangdas put on their usual dress; 
but the Dhangdis wear special custumes 
during the dance. They wear a piece of 
cloth known as ‘Kabta’ which Covers the 
lower part of their body from the waist. 
They put another piece on the ugper part of 
their body covering their breast. They do 
not wear blouses. The piece of cloth put 
on by the Dhangdas ate coloured and 
beautiful. They wear chains of Chandi 
coins (Rupee) on the waist and bangles 
(Mal) around the feet. The Mals produce 
typical sound during the dance as they join 
and disjoin their feet rhythimically while 
dancing. The male and females stand in 
lines opposite to each group. The male 
members sing and play on with an instru- 
ment made of wood and ieather known as 
"Khanjani’ which is held by the left hand 
and played on by the right hand. The 
girls do not sing. They perform the dance 
by moving forward and backward. When 
the male participants move forward, the girls 
move backward and vice versa. The gitls 
sometimes bend their bodies forward and 
dances. Sometimes they dance in setting 
position and circling at their own position. 
Sometimes the girls hold small pieces of 
cloth with their hands and move them this 
side and that while dancing. 


The songs of the Dhangada-Dhangdi dance 
are in Kui language. Love is the main theme 
of the songs. The beauties of Nature and 
devotions to tribal gods and goddess 
Sometimes become the theme of songs. The 
‘tal’ of the songs are generally ‘dadra’ and 
the tunes are confined to only four to five 
notes. 


The music is being gradually modernised 
due to influence of mordern music heard 
through gramophone records and _ films 
etc. The activities of Christiian Missionary 
and the Community Development Move- 
Ment have gone a long way in influencing 
the traditional culture, dance, music and 
custumes of the Khonds. At a_ particular 
village the Dhangadis come to perform the 
dance with mordern dress, i. e., fine saries, 
blouses and saya, etc. The male singers 
began singing Kui songs in cinema tunes. 
In a particular village, where modern  in- 
fluence is at its best the Khond girls having 
little education expressed their unwilling- 
ness and inability to perform the dance, 
In _ interior villages the Khond girls 
join the dance without any objection or 
persuation; rather it seems that they are 
eager to perform the dance. 


(6) Krahenda Dance—Only male members 
take part in the Krahenda dance by an 
elderly Khond that the dance is performed 
on the occassion of the Sradha ceremony of 
a person and on the occasion of social 
gathering. But after investigation it was 
revealed that ‘Krahenda’ is a hunting and 
Warrior dance. It has much resembalance 
with the Paik dance of Cuttack and Puri 
districts. The scheduled caste people also 
take part in this dance with the tribal 
members. About twelve members perform 
the dance. The dancers put on dhotis and 
saris making ghagra’ and put on horns 
with turban as their headdress, They use 
‘Ghagudi’ and ‘Ghungur’ too which produce 
sound during the dance. The dancers holg 
axes, bows and arrows in their hands, A 
joker generally dances in the troupe with 
typical humorous &ppearance and help j 
creating laughter in the audiance teh 


steps and postures of the d 
: ; , ancers ar 
systematic as in Paik dance. Piece 


There is no SOng for this. 
flutes (nisan and mahuri 
ments which produce 


Drums ang 
the instry- 
SIC of the 


) are 
the mu 
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dance. The drum-beaters also dance with 
the dancers. 


The dance is now-a-days performed on 
the occasion of social Gathering and reli- 
gious festivals. The dance is also performed 
for welcoming dignitaries in the villages. 
The dance Supports the views of some 
anthropologists who opine that the Khonds 
were in remote past a warrior tribe. The 
dance is in its vanishing stage as in many 
villages the people have forgotten the 
style of the dance and do not possess the 


Costume, horns and other materials used in 
the dance. 


R (c) Kedu dance—Kedu 
'mportant festival 
val is held in differ 
years. The place a 
are decided years 

Was the common c 
in this festival 
‘meria’. 


is the most 
of the Khonds. The festi- 
ent villages in different 
nd dates of the festival 
ahead. Human sacrifice 


e has 
€ which has 
drastic measures of the 
festival continues for 
rites are performed 


On with 
The Object 
They 


utes 


he wome The 
st ‘ nN dancers 
€ppings are simple and sYstematic, 
A very tich : i 
the help of gi O'chestra is produced with 


ifferent kinds of country made 


7% 


musical instruments such as ‘dhol’, ‘changu’, 
‘Nishan’ and ‘Mahuri’, etc. Songs are 
mainly devotional and are in Kui languages. 
The tal and tunes are same as in the 
Dhangda-Dhangdi dance. 


_The Kedu Dance is not considered as 
distinet type of dance by the Khonds. This 
type of dance is also performed on many 
other festivals such as ‘Jena Bali’ and 
‘Anaka Parba’, etc. of the Khonds. The 
dance and music has not escaped modern 
influence, The nature and degree of 
Modern influence is the same as in the 
ape of other dances and music of the 
e. 


(d) Daikhai Dance—Dalkhai is one of 
the popular folk dances in the western part 


of Orissa. This dance is common in the 
districts of Sambalpur, Kalahandi and 
Bolangir. But the Dalkhai Festival 
and the Dalkhai Dance of the 


Khonds are quite peculiar and different. 
The Dalkhai festival of the Khonds is held 
in the month of Margasir and on the 
Thursdays. On this occasion, the Khonds 
Worship the goddess of Forest and the 
goddess of crop, i. e., Laxmi. To satisfy 


- the goddess of forest, they give animal 


Sacrifice in the forest and then come in 
a procession to the village with a_ Kalashi 
(waterpot) worshipped by them. The parti- 
Cipants hold branches of ‘Anla’ tree while 
they return to the’ Dalkhai Gudi or house 
of Dalkhai. They invite their friends and 
relatives on this occasion and make the 
houses neat and clean. The festival starts 
On Wednesday and ends on Thursday. All 
Members of the village including their 
friends and relatives dance on the occasion 
and the Dance is known as Dalkhai Dance. 
The step and style of the dance are like 


other Khond Dances. 


_ Dhol and Mahuri are the accompanying 
Instruments. The Khonds sing vulgar songs 
in their own dialect on the occasion. The 
tal and tunes are the same like other songs 
of the Khonds. 


Probably Dalkhai is not the original dance 
Of the Khonds. This might have been 
imported from the neighbouridg districts 
of Kalahandi, Balangir and Sambal pur. 
But they have not succeeded in acquiring 
he teal Dalkhai Dance and songs: The 
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worship of Laxmi has been added to the 
worship of the goddess of forest at a later 
stage as a result of contact with other 
castes of people who settled in this district. 
They are known as ‘Odias’ by the Khonds. 
The so-called ‘Odias’ perform ‘Manabasa’ or 
‘Mana Osha’ which means ‘Laxmi Puja’ 
on each Thursday in the month of Margas- 
hira i. e., harvest season of Orissa. The 
singing of vulgar songs are being discoura- 
ged by the young generation of the Khond 


society: 


Folk Dance and Music of the Kutias 


The Kutia Khonds also perform Dhangda- 
Dhangdi Dance which is known as ‘Gari- 
chinamu’ in their dialect. The Kutia boys 
and girls of the same village dance together 
without any restriction. The male and 
female participants stand in rows opposite 
to each other. They also move forward 
and backward while dancing like the 
Khonds. The male members sing songs 
line after line and the girls repeat the same. 
They continue their movements in ‘Sthai 
laya’ beginning slowly at the starting and 
then making it rapid till the dance and music 
reaches its tempo. The girls stand in a 
row holding each other with their arms on 
each others shoulders. They. wear brass 
bangles in their arm from the wrist to the 
elbow. So the backside view of the 
dancers is very nice. The Kutia gitls wear 
small pieces of cloth covering the lower 
part of their bodies and cover the upper 
portion with coloured saries of sambalpuri 
pattern. They do not know how to wear 
the saries. They do not cover their heads. 
Sometimes they dance with orchestra and 


without songs- 
The girls sing 


voice. The voice 
synchronised that a 


in feeble and choked 
of the girls are so 
listener at a distance 
will think that only one girl might be 
singing the song, although about 15 
members would be singing together. The 
tunes of the songs are within three to 
The tals are very simple. 
s use a piece of bamboo 
for giving strokes as per 
the tal of the song. Country made 
instruments such as ‘Changu’, ‘Nagara’, 
‘Singha’ and 4lute’ etc. form the orchestra. 
The orchestra is very tich and the music 
is superb. One cannot imagine how such 


four notes only. 
The Kutia dancer 
as an instrument 


an uncivilised tribe can be possessor of 
such high class music. The songs are 
in their own dialect, and lover is the main 
theme of the songs. The beauty of nature 
and devotion to gods and goddesses are 
also the main idea in some songs. 


The dance and music of the Kutia could 
be explored in pristine form. The influence 
of moden civilisation is very little. This 
could be possible due to the fact that the 
Kutias do not like to mix with others. 
Other people too do not like to settle in 
their kingdom as the area is full of 
mountains and forests with fierce animals. 
The climate is also very bad. Tigers and 
diseases are to them the natural protections 
from outside influence. Now some of 
them have come down from hill tops and 
resettled themselves in tribal colonies built 
for them by the Government. Now many 
officers are staying in this area and tho 
local pans (Scheduled Caste) have Started 
a Yatra party in their village. It is certain 
that we would have lost what we got today 
from the Kutias if we would have come 
here few years after. 


Folk Dance and Music of Boudh 

Boudh. an ex-State area as Previously 
pointed out is culturally different from the 
rest of the districts. There are Khonds also 
in the hilly tracts of Boudh. They think 
themselves superior to the Khonds of 
Khondmals and Balliguda Subidivisons. 
They have become agriculturists and have 
no relations with the Khonds of other area. 
They also occasionally perform Dhangda- 
Dhangdi and other Khond dances. The 
degree of influence of modern and 
non-tribal culture is more due to close 
contact of the non-tribal population. Among 


other folk dances and Music, Danda, 
Nachunia, Karma and Dalkhai are worth 
mentioning. 

(a) Danda Nata—Boudh is famous for 
its Danda Nata. Danda is a religious 
institution. 


become the 
‘Kalika’, 
The dance 
; : akh. Dand 
begins on an auspicious day before oe 


Sankranti or Meru p ; 
at i arb; 
traditional worship and fasting. ake 
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Rehearsals are done at night some days 
before the date of beginning of the worship. 
The Danda Nata consists of a series of 
different dances which are performed one 
after another. The Ghasis (Scheduled 
Caste) play on with ‘Dhol’ and “Mahuri’. 
The dancers come from different Scheduled 
Castes and other backward classes. It 
has got much similaity with the Danda 
Nata of adjoining districts of Sambalpur 
and Bolangir. The dance has a rich 
reportory. Parva dance is the first item 
of the reportory. The Prabhakar and the 
Prabhakarini, dressed in multicoloured 
dress dance in the beginning. The dancer 
places a piece of cloth on his shoulders 
and hold the end of the same in the front 
With both hands. He moves his hands 
forward and backward right and left to 
the rhythm of the dance. A semi-circular 
plate, made of bambao sticks and covered 
with coloured and decorated cloth with 
is tied to the back of 
The Prabhakar puts on 
and jacket of old style. 


The Prabhakariani, a male in female 


, role, 
dresses himself with sari and Kanchala 
(Blouse). The Prabhakariani holds a piece 


of coloured handkerchief in his hand. 


After the Prabha dance is over Hara and 
Parbati dance is performed. 
dance of Fakir and Fakirani 
The Savara 
Chadeya and Chadouni are 
One after another. Then the 


a “leela’ based on 
‘Ramayan’ 


other ¢ 
Duri SOngs and dances. 
ng Performances of the ‘leela’ 


different Character appear in the middle of 
Ae cui They sing themselves and 
res n some cases some People of the 
ie Ey known as ‘Palias’ repeat the 
Bie Ne the dancers performs _ thei 

F and Patasaurani perform 
end of the ‘leela’, 


Then a group 
is performed, 
and = Savarani, 
Performed then 
Party performs 


With his most significant 
In some case a 
with the Binakar. 
“ata is performed by male membel$ 
It is a ritual dance and there is no 
or class distinction among th® 


Participants though they belong to differant 
Castes ang classes of the village. 
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The orchestra of the Danda Nata is of 
different types for different dances. The 
songs are of different tunes for different 
characters. The songs afe mainly 
devotional and mostly based on the siories 
from the epics. Humorous songs afe 
Sometimes sung by the dancers. Some- 
times they put questions in songs end their 
counter parts reply the same with similar 
songs. The songs are of folk and Odisi 
style. 


The dance originates from tribal dances, 
but has been much influenced by the 
Yatra’ and ‘Pala’ performences of the State. 
Danda Nata is bzing gradually modernised 
in respect of music, dance, costume, style 
and makeup. It is losing its simplicity and 
traditional characteristics. Danda Nata has 
been discoureged and discontinued in the 
village where the people are more advanced 
and educated. The dance was pat'onised 
by the ex-Rulers of the States which is no 
longer available after the states are merged 
With the Province of Orissa in 1948. 


(6) Nachunia or Pithakhia Nata—Two 
Male members, one in male and another in 
female custumes perform this dance. The 
dance is generally performed on the occasion 
Of marriage cermoney. The Nachunia 
Performs its dance in front of the marriage 
Procession. The male will have a turban 
On his head and will hold a ‘Shara’ in his 
hand Which he moves this side and that 
during the performance. The female- 
dressed male looks like the Binakariani in 
Danda Nata. They are professional dancers 
and earn their livelihood by petforming 
dances. 


The orchestra is menaged by two membels © 


Of Harijan class one of whom beats the 
drum and the other blows the ¢mahuri’. 
Their songs are based on mythological 
Stories and the tune is similar to thet of 
Binakar’s songs in the Danda Nata. 


Probably Nachunia Dance is a short 
orm of Danda Nata es Dashakhathia Is 
Supposed to be the short form of the 
Pala’, 
in Bsdh 


_ (€) Karama Nacha—Karama 
a of the 


iS quite different from the Karam 


Kala Vikash Kendra, Cuttack 
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Oraons in the Sundargarh district. The 
Karama festival and dance are performed 
by the ’Ghasis’ (Harijan) in Boudh. On 
the Krushna Ekadashi of Bhadra, Sana 
Karma festival is held and on the Sukla 
Ekadashi of the same month Karma festival 
is performed. On both the occasions, the 
Ghasi youth, both males and females per- 
form the Karama dance. The girls sing 
Karama songs and ihe boys play on with 


‘Mrudanga’ or “Mandala’. They put on 
new clothes on the occasion. 
Kerama is a ritual dance. The songs 


depict devotion to the goddess of ‘Karama’ 
whom they worship on the occasion. Many 
other songs based on love affairs of the 
youth are also sung during the dance. 


(d) Dalkhai Dance—The Dalkhai Dance 
of Baudh is not different from the Dalkhai 
Dance of other districts. Dalkhai is per- 
formed during the month of Ashwina on the 
occasion of Bhaijuntia (Bhatti Dwitya). 
People of Scheduled Tribe end Scheduled 
Caste perform Delkhai Dance. They per- 
form their dances in groups in different 
places. Both men and women dence ata 
paiticular place. The women sing ‘Dalkhai’ 
songs end dance. The orchestta is played 
by males. They sing one stanza and then 
dence. They bend their bodies forward 
and sometimes come to half sitting position 
during ithe dance. They do not dance 
while they sing and ‘dhol’ remains the only 
accompanying insitument with the songs. 
Different musica! instruments such as ‘dhol’, 
‘Nishan’ and ‘Mahuri’ form the orchestra 
of the dence. The orchestra is inspiring 
and vigorous in rhythm, They have no 
special custume for the dance; but they 
usually wear new clothes on the occasion. 
They hold one side of their sari while 
dancing in bending position. The songs 
are mainly of unlinked thoughts. The main 
theme of the songs is love. The songs are 
sometimes ‘vulgar and humourous. 


Both the Karema and Dalkhai dances of 
Baudh can be found only in some interior 
villages. It is graduelly vanishing due to 
spread of modern education and culture. 
The people in many places hesitate to 
allow their girls to dance in public places. 


NEW LAW TO CURB ACTS OF SEDITION 


Government of India have decided to enaci a 


new law to curb 
acis of sedition. According 


to this law, Government of 
Confiscate property in India or persons of 
and who promote or 
effective from March 1, 


India will 
Indian origin living abroad 
Preach Sedition. The Proposed !aw will be 


1985 any hence they should be Careful before 
entering in to any such activity. 


ALL STATE NODAL AGENCIES 


A two-day joi 
Agences implement 


MEETING 


A Agencies and Fabricating 
ped Programme in the country was 
* 1985. In the Meeting it was mainly 


also given on its Me taken up in the country. 
nance etc. developments and mainte- 


It was Tevealed that 918 


: ‘ Nos. of wy, : 

installed in the country, Of this, g San Mills have so far been 
generators have been installed in ‘Wind mills and two aero- 
mills are Proposed 


to be installed g 


Proposal to set UP 2,000 Nos 


- An : 
uting the Other 35 Nos. of wind 
1985-86. 


current year. There isa 
mi j 


" Of Wing . 
Sin the Country during 


The team visited Radh 
Schools to see the acharanpur, 


n 
: functioni Khalakata t : 
Satisfaction for the Performan? the Wind Patna and some high 


Mills and &xpressed theif 
Representatives fro ER 
of Andhra Pradesh, p png Agen ct 
b r, ; Ncies 
Maharastra, Rajasthan, Utter pulutat, ‘amil and Nodal Agencies 
Besides, Dr. Gur Fadesh 


a adu, Madhya Pradesh, 
ee Uraja, Dj 2 ar 
tific Officer and other <oVettor, shy d Katnata 


ae on ' fig K attended the meeting: 
ntional Eneray Sources Gove io? from 7, GuPta, Principal Scien- 
©, overnment 6g Indi stment of Non-Conve- 
The meeting Was Outs} = the meeting. 
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Agro Festivals of Orissa 


Shri Sudarsan Sasmal 


NNN AAA AANAANANAKANANAXANNNN KAKA XXNAKN ANN XKKN HANH N NARHA 


Rice is a stable food of Orissa from pre- 
historic times and its cultivation is as old 
as the civilisation of Orissa. ‘Bhat’ is so 
much so in Orissa’s day to day life that 
even at the turn of this atomic century an 
Oriya finds difficult to adjust in a foreign 
land on his dinning table. About 75 per 
cent people of Orissa depend on agriculture, 
that too mainly rice cultivation. All the 
social customs are intimately connected 
with rice cultivation. A newly born baby 
is blessed with ‘Dhan’ and ‘Danya’ means, 
‘wealth’ and ‘Rice’. In almost all rituals 
and Pujas, rice and its various preparations 
are offered. All Oriya festivals and rituals 
Which are very old, inaugurate the different 
stages of rice cultivation. From the field 
to farm house all animate and inanimate 
beings related to rice cultivation are 
Worshiped. These agro-based festivals are 
SO expensive that it plays a major role in the 
economy of Orissa. Besides, these festival 
Occupy an unique place in the cultural 
history of Orissa and have scientific attri- 
butes too. The tribals of Orissa which 
Constitute of about 24 per cent of her popu= 
lation represent the Pre-Aryan Civilisation 
and all their culture is part of rice cultivation. 


The Traditional Practices 
A sequence of festivals marks the progre- 
ssive stages of rice cultivation. 


Akshaya Tritiya 
The first sowings of rice in very 
begin with a festival known as 


low lands 
“ Akshaya 
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trutiya” on Baisakh Sukla tritiya (April- 
May), the 1st day of Lord Jagannath’s 
twenty-one day festival is very auspicious. 
Every farmer takes a little seed, milk, a new 
thong, a rope, a new plough and put on 
new clothes. Giving a handful of seed to 
each bullock and facing east (Aisanya) 
throws seven handful broadcast and ploughs. 
Thus, sowing starts covering the hottest 
period of May and June. 


Rajo 

This is followed by another three days 
festival, “the Rajo”, the national festival of 
Orissa in June (Jyastha Sankranti) when 
mother earth is supposed to have attained 
maturity (menses), for the land becomes 
biologically productive. Since, our agricul- 
ture is monsoon dependant and ‘Indra’ the 
Lord of rain gives monsoon during this 
month, people observe this day as the union 
of SOIL with RAIN and take full rest to 
start with a new vigour the future hard 
agro-operations with mud and water. 


Chitalagi Amabasya 

When the weeding and beushaning worke 
is in full swing the farmer worships ‘Laxmi’ 
for anticipating a good crop. Besides, this 
is the most danger period of flood in Orissa 
and this day (Sraban Amabasya) which 
usually falls on ‘1st week of August is 
popularly known as flood day. Snails and 
slugs are abundant during this period. They 
cut legs and hands mhile weeding. So, the 
farmer worships both the river and the snail. 


Gahma Purnima 


After planting and all intercultural opera- 
tions are over, the bullocks are given rest 
till harvest; mostly falls on the 1st fullmoon 
day of August (Sraban Purnima) in order 
to commemorate the birthday of Lord 
‘BALARAM’ the “Plough and Bullock God”. 
Cows and bullocks are beaten with Gendalia 


leaves to keep them free of pests and 
diseases, 


Garbhana Sankranti 


When the winter rices are in eathead 
Stage (pregnant) the plant is treated with 
delicate care towards the middle of October 
(Kartika Sankranti) symbolising the mother- 
hood. Branches of Garvana tree Cut into 
Pieces are put in rice fields fo; 


t protecting 
the crop from pests and diseases, 


Prathamastami 


The birthday of ‘Laxmi’ the Goddess of 
wealth is observed with much pomp and 
ceremony. The eldest son or daughter of the 
family claded with new robes (from Uncle's 
side) is blessed since ‘Rice’ is very important 
for a child’s future, 


Laxmi Puja 


During the four weeks of harvesting period 
from 15th November to 15th December 
(all Thursdays of Margasir), newly harvested 
clean, white rice is worshipped as “Mana” 
or “LAXMI” by all Hindoos inviting Her to 
their houses and this is the most important 
and sacred occasion for Hindoo ladies, 


Makar Sankranti 


The last important festival of g farmer life 
of the year usually falls on the middle of 
January (Pausa Purnima). Unboiled and 
Uncooked rice (Arua Chaula) Prepared deli- 
ciously with honey, milk and Spices are 
distributed. People start friendship (Makar) 
after taking this tice. In Western Orissa, 
it is the most important festival of harvest 
and among tribals of Orissa, this is the Most 
expensive festival. The con 
Taw rice is linked with the beli 
Maximum body heat during thi 
Winter month. 


Regional Practices 


NUAKHAI or NABANNA, 


' i iS the m 
important festival of Western Or ct 


issa (Sambal. 


4g 


bur, Bolangir, Sundargarh, Kalahandi and a 


Part of Ganjam) in the 1st week of Septe- 
mber in order to observe the 1st rice eating 
ceremony of the newly harvested crop. In 
eastern Orissa this day is the famous 
‘SOONIA’ and JAMINDARS AND KINGS 
are given ‘BHETI’ on this day. Besides, 


revenue collection starts from this daY 
Onwards, 


The ‘KARAM PUJA‘ of Western Orissa bY 
adibasis is one of the Most important agro- 
festival during September when the pest 
and disease problems are at peak to their 
crop and domestic animals. ‘Karam Swain’ 
the god is pieased to remove pest and 
diseases. The “CHHER CHHERA” of Sam- 
balpur (Pusa Punia) bids farewell to ‘Laxmi 


the Goddess of Wealth invited during 
‘Nuakhai., 


The ‘MAKAR’ Parb or 


‘MAGHA’ Patb 
(February) a three 


days festivel of harvest, 
eating and spending is mast famous among 
almost all Adibasis. The Chaitra _parb 
(April) of Adibasis of Koraput especially bY 


the upper bonda is equally important and 
4 similar festival. 


The ‘MATI PUJA’ o 


‘MINI pUga’ of 
Balasore is me 


ant for Worship ‘soil’ 


in the 
oa of parent symbolising the omni- 
UepelCO#OtGods The san i rn 
Orissa (i.e pane 


Ae ‘€.) Cuttack and Puri i 
onasiva Sankranti (Middl i ite 
(Cool drink) gemeaeene 


: or Jala (water) 
a ant symbolising the rise of atmospheric 
drink) wu" the necessity of pans (cool 

ink) and the Practice of irrigating plants. 


S the famous 


The Tribal Practices 


The hill tribes” of (e) 
Sent the pi 
in nature 


essent 
» They 


f 
« 


he 
Factor for good yield and thus worship Her 
in all festivals. 


Basumata (Bhuin) the lord is the only 


The Kandhas of Western Orissa and part 
of hill tribes of Ganjam observe the most 
important festivals during the sowing and 
weeding. To please the Dharani Devi 
‘BADAPENU' they sacrifice Bufallow (Metia). 
’ The Koyas of Koraput worship the Basumata 
(Bhum) with 4 important agro-festival, i. e., 
Bija Pardu, Codut Pardu, Bimudu and 
Edudu Pardu. The Juangs observe magh 


parb, the festival of newly harvest rice 
eating ceremony. The Bhuians or santals 
of Keonjhar, Bonai,  Pellahava = and 


Mayurbhanj believe that the God ‘Sinbonga’ 
is the God of Rice and unless pleased there 
will be no rice crop. So — Erkasim, 
Hariharsim, Jantharahne and Matasim are 
four most important festivals meant for 
agriculture, Seven festivals related to 
Cultivation practices are observed by ‘Hoo’ 
tribes,. Amongst, Magh | Parb, ‘Basuli 
Benga’ (February), the festival of harvest 
and eating is spent luxuriously. For about 
a week, the peopla eat, sleep, dance and 
enjoy sex. The Sauras also perform agro- 


Scientist, 
C.R.R. 1, Cuttack-753006 


FISH FARMERS DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES MAKING HEADWAY 


h Farmers Developm 
Puri, 
balpur, Bol 
to 


Eleven Fis 
districts of Cuttack, 
Kalahandi, Koraput, Sam 
Bank Assistance with a view 
training to the priv 
ment Agencies are 
Keonjhar. 2,489 he 
fish farmers trained dusing 1984- 
amount of Rs. 172°86 
different participating Bank: 
subsidy to the fish farmers. 
of water area to train 2,920 


being establishe 
ctare water 


There 


Balasore, 


ate pisciculturists. 


85 till end of December 


lakhs in shape of 
s, The Agencies have advanced Rs. 8:22 lakhs 


fish farmers during 1985-86. 


Kurulupur before cleaning 
and shifting cultivation, Jamalpur before 
sowing and Lambapur, during harvest. The 
aborigins of Koraput, “the Adi Gond” also, 
worship the Basumata for crop. Nuakhai 
is their most important festival. The Bhataras 
of Kalahandi worship Dharani Devi for crop 


festivals (i. e.), 


and fertility. The Porjas of Koraput worship 
Gramadevati (Siddha) for a shower of 
rain. 

Conclusion 


Besides the spiritual, ethical and cultural 
values, these festivals reveal great scientific 
facts too which the farmers have acquired 
during their age-old intimacy with the crop. 
The concept of early sowing, rice varieties 
to different situations, the accuracy in 
studying monsoon, natural climates and 
seasonal happenings, forecasting pest and 
disease outbreaks, care for the plough and 
bullock, love for the crop and the land, the 
nutritional value of rice in its various 
preparations in relation to seasons dignity 
of labour and last though not the least 
“Sacrificing every action on HIS altar not 
only tell a tale but put a question to the 
modern scientists, what else Thee. 


ent Agencies have been set up in the 
Mayurbhanj, Ganjam, Phulbani, 
angir, and Dhenkanal under World 
developing pond area and giving 
Two more Fish Farmers Develop- 
din the districts of Sundargarh and 
ateas have been developed and 687 
1984. An 
loan has also been sanctioned by 


is a proposal to develop 2,600 hect. 
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Te 


DISTRIBUTING SURPLUS LAND TO SCHEDULED CASTE 
AND SCHEDULED TRIBE FAMILIES 


As a result of implementing the land ceiling laws, 
acres of surplus land have been vested with Gov 
1,25,739 acres have been distributed to 1 
January, 1985, including 38,116 Schedule 
Caste families. Similarly out of the distr 


nearly 1-60 lakh 


© the scheduled 
lend has been 
and — scheduled caste 


cent of total number of 


a ene 


WORKSHOP ON ODISSI DANCE 


A three-day workshop-cum-seminar On Odissi Dance Wasllleld 
at Bhubaneswar with a view to collecting and building up a systematic 
and scientific system of training a dancer, Almost all the Gurus. and 
performing artistes of present day and yester years Participated. The 
only three living Maharis (Debadasis) and four of the more well-kn 
Gotipua Gurus were also invited including some versatile artistes emi 
in their own spheres. 


own 
nent 


In depth discussion and illuminatin 
techniques in Odissi were held. The 
their mode of training and _ initiation 
temporary Gurus revealed the method 
of the dance form. 


9 demonstrations regarding basic 
Maharis and Gotipu- 
in the 1920, g° and 30 s' 


Con- 
S of training to 


the new entrants 


The seminar discussed the hither to neglected 
and costume used in Odissi. Th 
traditional coiffeures and costun demands Wille 
providing for comfort and ease during performance. 


Funda- 
identitieg 
e 


Ong practici 


ng Gurus were 
what the bas 


ic tenets Should 5 
The workshop and seminar Was Conducted by the Odiss; 
Wing of the Department of Culture, Government of Orissa 
1983, the wing has aimed a €seatch into the 


Research 
t taking up + Started from 
of Orissan culture and Presery 


+ rich tradition 

‘Nd and expandin its ' F 
festation in the form Of Odissi dance. Entibnad : teal, Mani- 
renowned Odissi Guru Padmsri Kely Charan Mohapatr. © talents of 
and Violinist Shri Bhubaneswar eh 


Mista and 
Research Win 
nty ,and 


Balakrushna Das. The Odissi 
Services of Mrs. Kumkum Moha 


aa 


Some Aspects of 


Folk Festivals in Orissa 


HANK KKANKKN NAAN NK NK KX KN AXNN: 


The land of Utkal or Orissa is a sacred 
place where many people professing 
different religion live ‘together. Here 
Majority of people take up Hinduism as 
their religion, hence Hindu deities are more 
Prominent in this land. 


Bhubaneswar, the Capita! of Orissa 
Contains many kinds of temples, Mandira 
or Devalays those sing the undying glory of 
ancient Oriya sculptors of by gone days. 


Here in this land people in general and 
Hindus in particular observe a great many 
festivals in honour of certain god or goddess 
for their well-being and the well-being of 
their family members. They balieve that by 
Showing respect to certain god or goddess 
Hee nd prosperity will be bestowed on 
them or their family. According to the 
Hindu mythology different god of goddess 
's responsible for progress of mankind. As 
Such goddess Lakshmi is the goddess of 
fortune, similarly Saraswati is the goddess 
of learning, etc. The people believe that by 
Gaining the grace of Lakshmi we shall 
avoid the pang of weni. Similarly 
Saraswati’s favour is essential for gaining 
knowledge, According to the Hindu 
Myihology people cherish such idea. In 
Orissa most of the festivals are observed 
aCcording to Hindu mythology. 


dec! with the 
ponds generally 
znd December. 


To begin with we shall 
eon of “Margasira” corres 
© the month of November 


Smt. Sasipriya Devi 


KKK KKK KKK KANN KKK KKK KK KKK ALK KKK: 


From meny respects this is a good month. 
This month tells <ebout our future granary 
and yield from paddy field for the coming 
year. Various vegetables are available 
during this period. From health point of. 
view this month is favourable. 


Festivals like | Prathamastami and. 
“Mahalakshmi Puja” are observed during 
this month. In fesiival like “Prathamastami"~ 
respect is given to the eldesi child. He orr 
She is adorned with new garment after 
bath. In some place he is worshipped also.. 
People gayfully spend that day and: 
different good foods are prepared on the: 
occasion of the festival. In this festival at 
the tropic of “Capricorn or Makara Kranti"’. 
From this day Sun’s southward motion ends- 
Gradually the bitterness of cold subsides 
after Magha-Falguna begins. !n the month 
of Falguna corresponding io Februaty, 
March the people have Holi festival. The 
full moon day of Falguna is known as 
“Dola Purnima’. Five days before purnima 
the image of Radha and Krisna sit on a 
wooden Vimana and goes from door io door 
to take ihe offerings of people. The 
incoming mangoes and chana are found in. 
the offering. This offering is called 
Chacheri Bhoga. Next day of this purnima 
there is the holi festival. In this holi: 
festival people play with different colour, 
snezring this colour with one énoiher. 
Schools, Colleges and different Government 
organisations are closed for the festivel, In 
this day the weeiher is very fine end ll the. 
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good aspects of spring are left. Tha 
Amabasya in this month is known as 
“Jagara Amabasya’. In’ this context a 


mythological story is mat with in the book. 
The story is as follows:— 


A bird takes shelier in a tree close io a 
tank. In Sivaratri day a hunier goes a 
‘hunting round the entire forest in the hope 
of getiing a hunt but fails, At last he 
comes io that tank near by to quench his 
‘thirst. There he sees the tree and a b'rd 
‘on it, So he thinks to hunt it. He sleeps 
that night beneath the tree with this hope, 
‘The bird on the tree sees the hunter and 
understands its purpose too. In the first 
part of the night the bird feels hungry and 
wants to take something coming down, 
but for fear of the hunter it does not come 
down. In the next part of the night the 
bird thinks similarly and for fear 


of the 
hunter it does not come down. In this way 
the entire night passes. The bird takes 


nothing, it is awake too, 


There is a Siva 
‘Linga under the irea, 


Curator State Archaeology, Orissa 
\Bhubaneswar. 


COST OF DEAD Cows oF | 
REIMBURS 


Insuranca com 


Panies Would 
he outstandin 


under the Chairm 


inship of Se 
Reconstruction Dp 


eparitment w 


Under the 
Supplied to soma 
income through sa 
Subsidy and loan, 
Cows, so that int 
Cow can b3 reimbursed by th 
be supplied, 


Integrated Rural 
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3 teimbursamant clai 


Meeiing held here 


Poor families who 


® further 
f death of 
® Insurance 


So the bird thinking Siva as its prOtera 
passes the entire night. The night aa 
and the bird is saved from imminent dang 
without any harm to it. So by onset 
Sivaratri the bird is saved from nee 
danger. Therefore people balieve that i 
observing Sivaratri we shall avoid ea 
Within the length and breadth of coun ry 
numerous temples for Siva Linga worship 
are met with. The great temple of ma 
in Bhubaneswar is a famous one. In a 
temple we find a Sivalinga with sakti roun 
it. In plastic art We find Siva Tandava 
image. This is dancing image of Siva. 
For this dancing figure it is nartated:— 

“Adae Gasca adaca 
AA GalAasa daca 
Aga Fa aga gq 
APA seg agua 
QE Algicg 
SAAR ATE SElaicq 
AMY PASE EFagq1 
Rad sadeq OF ARS” | 


Te ee Se 
RDP BENEFICIARIES TO BE 
ED QUICKLY 

take expadi: 
IMS invo 


Development Pro 


are expected 
COSi Of the cow j 


gtamme, cows are 
to earn additional 
S Met both through 
insurance of the 
the cost of the ] 
another animal 


animal, 
mpany and 
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The Practice of Outanticide 
among the Khonds of Orissa 


Shri Bhagaban Sahu 


XNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNXNNNXNNNNNNNNNNXX XNNNNXNNXXXVAXNXNX. XXXNXXNX 


lege 

Like Meriah Sacrifice, the Khonds of 
Orissa observed another inhuman custom 
Known as infanticide out of their socioreli- 
gious superstitions during 19th century. The 
Khonds of Orissa were divided into two 
‘gfeat sects-the “Boora” Khonds and the 
“Tari” Khonds or, respectively the wor- 
Shippers of Boora Pennu (the God of Light), 
and of Tari Pennu (the Ealth Goddess) on 
account of their religious differences. The 
human szcrifice was only prevalent among 
the Tari Sect, while the practice of infanti- 
cide was confined to Boora sect alone. But 
among them this crime was _ frightfully 
‘Prevelent, founded, as was supposed, origi- 
nally on the idea, that the Sun God (Boora 
Pennu) contemplating the deplorable effects 
‘Produced to the humen race by the female 
Sex, charged that “only so many should be 
Preserved as they could restrain from produ- 
cing evil to society.”! 


Only female infanticide was prevalent 
among some sections of the Khonds_ of 
Surada, Paddakimedi, Chinnakimedi and 
‘Ghoomsar maliahs end Boudh-Khondmal 
Subdivision of Angul district where as both 
Male and female infanticide prevailed to a 
Very considerable extent in Jeypore and 
Rayaguddah areas.” 


The reasons which led to this crime were 
Many, But the expense involved at the 
Mattiage rites was said to be the most 
'Mpoitent cause of female infanticide.* 
According to Major Macpherson, it was 
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cme ae 
a 


forced on the people by the burden of their 
own marriage customs and their grinding 
poverty. A Khond brought his wife, paying 
in kind a sum equal to Rs. 50 to 70. Once 
married, a Khond women had _ the right to 
leave her husband, and go to another if she 
liked, and some exercised this right as Many 
as half a dozen of times. Whena Khond 
woman left her husband the latter had the 
tight to demand from his father-in-law the 
bride price, minus whatever marriage expense 
the latter had paid. The result of this system 
was that, anybody who had a married 
daughter was bound to refund the bride price 
for the discretion of his married daughter. 
Thus to a Khond, married daughter was a 


- curse, and to the poorer and more ignorant 


Khonds the easiest way out of the difficulty 
was female infanticide.* parte? 


The Khonds justified the practice by a 
curious legend. In olden times, they. said, 
there were four brothers, the sons of Donka 
Mallika, of whom three had eight son each, 
while the fourth had two daughters. Not 
being eble to find husbands, these girls 
cohabited with some of their cousins. As a 
punishment, their father was deprived of all . 
his property by the other three brothers, and 
the guilty girls drowned themselves ina tank 
called Reda Bandh. After this, the three 
brothers were reconciled with their father, 
and as the quarrel between them was due 
to his daughters, they determined that 
thenceforth their female issue should be 


TO 


destroyed. Since then the female infanticide 
came into vogue’. 


Again, the Khonds believed that, souls 
almost invariably returned to animate human 
forms in the families in which they have 
been first born and received. The reception 
of the soul of an infant into a Khond family 
was completed only after the performance 
of the name giving ceremony. The death 
of a female infant, therfore, before that 
ceremonial of receiption was believed to 
exclude its soul ‘from the chance of future 
female births in the family. And, as the 
first aspiration of every Khond was to have 
male children, this believe was a powerful 
incentive to female infanticide®. 


Among Jannis and Dessaries (Priests of 
Khonds), it was a maiter of Social pride 
not to give a daughter to an_ inferior 
person. It arose out of a fit of temper of 
those religious people and Consequently 
took on a superstitions colour aie continued 
into posterity as a social custom’. 


The Khonds strong belief in astrology was 
another cause of infanticide-both male and 
female*. When a child wes born, an 
astrologer, called Janny or Dessaury, was 
summoned and consulted by the parents 
as to the future prospects of the new-born 
infant. The astrologer constructed a horos- 
cope or pretented to do so, and consulted 
a plam-leaf Manuscript Called a 
‘Panji’ in which were writien certain 
sentences interspersed with tudely drawn 
figures of gods, goddess, demons and devils, 
Some of which were supposed to Present 
good and some evil. ‘After certain cere- 
monies the ‘stylus’ of bone or iron, used to 
write on plam-leaf was thrust into the 
“Panji’. and the figures to which it struck so 
fixed the fate of the child. If the god, 
goddesses or other sign represented good, 
the infant was spared; but if, it be one of 
foreboding evil, the doom of the child was 
fixed. The Dessary used to explain that 
the child if allowed to live, would be the 
source of evil to the fafher, Mother, relatives 
or village community?. 


Those Dessaries were 
Ooriah or Dooliah race, illiterate and ignorant 
men, who obtained their livelihoog by 


working on the credulity and Superstition of 
the Khonds!®, 


generally of the 


The living infant was then placed in a 
new earthen vessel, the mouth of which 
was closed with a lid on which a small 
quantity of rice and some flowers were 
placed, was burried. A fowl wes then 
sacrificed over the spot. In some arecs, the 
Infant was not placed in an earthen vessel, 
but wrapped in a cloth and then burried!!. 


Whether it arose from pride or poverty, 
Superstition or ignorance, the custom was 
acrime. The methods of Killing the infants 
were extremely was barbaric. At many places 
the child was destroyedimmediately after birth 
by filling the mouth with cowdung or by 
immersing the head in cow’s milk or by 
Coiling the umbilical Cord around the face. 
Another method was to administer a small 
pill of opium. Such Were the cruelties 
associated with the Customs of the Kondhs!2. 


The life of no female 
except when a woma 
female, and the head o 
establish Matrimonial alliance!3, The number 
Of new-born children destroyed annually 
was between 1200 to 1500!¢, 

During the Gho 
the British Officer: 


children was spared 
n’s first issue was a 
f the tribe desired to 


OmMsar rising of 1835—37 


) S were ‘first brought into 
direct contact and personal écquaintance 
with the: khonds |S. G. Russell, the 
Commissioner of the Madras Civil Service 
was the first off 


icer to brought 


ffi the news of 
female infanticide to the notice of the 
Government of India in 1836. Like Meriah 
Sacrifice it was also a 


Matier of grave 
: ties. T, took 
both persuasive and coerciy ey 


; © measures to 
Stop the abnoxious Custom|6, 


_ Campbell worked hard tO Ssiop the 
inhuman practise altogether, He explained 
mens khonds and their Sardars the invalua- 
; ee of the Sald practice with the 
ealistic Support of the following Sloka. 
To kill ene Brah i 
man is e 
hundreg cows, Rea ake 
To kill one w i 
omen is equal to one 
hundred Brahmans. 
To kill o © Child is equal to one 
hundred women 
To Kill one hundred — children 
‘San offence too grievious for 


Compatison17, 


In reply a group of khond women told 
Campbell that, they allowed the destruction 


of their female infants unwillingly in 
Obedience to their husbands orders and 
Insistance. Many khonds promised him that 


they would thence forth rear up their female 
children instead of killing them in their 
infancy. The rescued infants were sent to 
the camp of christian missionaries. For 
Some time the Government kept vigilence 
Over the entire area, Instructions were 
'ssued to the British officials to count the 
number of the female children of each 
family of every village of the khond tracts 
with a view to preventing them from 
destruction in future!’. 


In 1856 Dalhousie declared with satisfac - 
tion that the Meriah_ sacrifice and female 
Infanticide were at an end. Credit goes to 
the British Officers for having persuaded 
the tribal people to give up a crime 
‘Sanctioned alike by antiquity and supersti- 
tion’ within so short a time. 
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NEW COUNCIL OF MINISTERS SWORN IN 
Shri B. N. Pande, Governor of Orissa, on the advi 
appointed 15 Member Council of Ministers in Orissa on 12 
Cabinet rank and rest are Ministers of State. 
in a colourful function held in Raj Bhawan pre 
Minister of State, who could not be 
13 March, 1985. 


ce of the Chief Minister has | 
March, 1985 of which 5 are of 
All the Ministers except One were sworn 
mises. Shri Bhupal Chandra Mohapatra, 
Present on 12 March, 1985, has been sworn in on 


The Governor of Orissa has allocated, on the advice of the Chief Minister, the business 
of the various Branches of the different Departme 


nts of Government to the Ministers as 
mentioned below:— 


Name of the Ministers Departments or Branches allocated 
Home, Gena:al Adminis 
& Co-ordination, 
ment, Industries, 


Shri Janaki Ballav Patnaik, tration, Fitanée, Plana 
Chief Minister. Science, TechAsleey & Enuliens 


Information & Public Relations, 


Sports, Works, Mining & Geology, Housing & 
Urban Development, Ittigation & Power. 
Cabinet Ministers 
1, Shri Anup Singh Deo +» Commerce and Transport 
2. Shri Bhajaman Behera Harijan & Tribal Welfare 
3. Shri Gangadhar Mohapatra Law, Tourism & Culture 
4. Shri Jugal Kishore Patnaik Education & Youth Services 
5. Shri Niranjan Patnaik 


Revenue 
Ministers of State 
. Shri Bata Krushna Jena 


=) 


-+ Community Development & Rural Reconstruction 
2. Shri Bhupal Chandra Mohapatra , , Forest 

3. Shri Dambarudhar Ulaka Excise 

4. Miss Farida Topno ‘+ Fisheries & Animal Husbandry 

5. Shri Habibullah Khan ‘+ Food & Civil Supplies 

6. Shri Hemananda Biswal ++ Health & Family Welfare 

7. Shri Md. Muzafar Hussain Khan Labour & Employment 

8. Shri Mohan Nag Irrigation 

9. Shri Nagarjun Pradhan Co-operation 

10 


. Shri Sarat Chandra Panda 


Agticulture 
Shri J. B. Patnaik, Was 


SWorn in as Ch; ane 
10 March, 1985, Chist Minister at 


on 
Raj Bhawan, Bhubaneswa! 
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Success 


Stories 


X XNXNNNXNNNNXNNXNNXXNXNNNXNXXNXXNXNNXAXNX NXNNNNNXXNNNXXNNXNXNNNN NK XNXN 


Shri Golak Rout 


Shri Golak Rout of village Chunapada of 

Aihgarh Block in Cuttack disirict is a 
landless labourer with only 4 decimals of 
homesiead land. His farnily includes 
himself, his wife, 2 sons aged 8 years and 
5 years and 2 daughters aged 12 and 
6 Years. Before taking up the diary as his 
profession, he was maintaining his femily of 
6 members on daily labour on other's 
fields and selling vegetables in markets. 


He got in touch with the B.D. O. and 
Additional Veterinary Assistant Surgeon, 
Athgarh and purchased the first cow during 
July 1983, with a male calf and yielding 
8 to 9 litres a day. The first male calf was 
sold at Rs. 133 and he was Selling milk at 
Athgarh market at the rate Rs. 250 per 
litre and now selling at the rate Rs. 3 per 
litre, He got the loan from Cuttack 
Gramya Bank sponsored by U. CO. Bank. 
This first cow calved again a male calf 
during December 1984 and is yielding 
10 litres a day now. 


He purchased the second cow on 3rd 
February 1984 in pregnant stage which 
calved a female calf after 14 months and 
yielded 10 to 12 litres per day. Now the calf 
is about more than 12 months old and yields 
5 litres of milk a day. He geis now Rs. 45 
ber day as sale proceeds of milk and spends 
neatly Rs, 28 towards cost of feed and 
fodder. He thus get Rs. 17 as net profit 
Per day for maintenance .of his family and is 


fully engaged. 
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Now he is living in a better way and has 
purchased utensils worth Rs. 100 and hes 
kept a piece of paddy land measuring 
20 decimals on moitgage and is cultiveting 
grains on it. He has repaid Rs. 500 towards 
the loan of the 1st cow and is anxiously 
trying to repay the resi. 


Shri Damodar Das 

Shri Damodar Das of village Kumarpur 
near Gurudijhatia of Athgarh Block is a 
landless labourer with only 7 decimals of 
land having 5 members in his family 
including himself, his wife, first son 20 
Years, second son 18 years and third son 
16 years. He was employed in the Orissa 
Textile Mills, Choudwar long ago and left 
the job as he became continuously ill due to 
night shift 16 years back. Then he 
maintained his family with daily labour with 
only one meal a day and half starved. 
Thus his sons could not read. 


He purchased the first cow during May 
1981 with loan from the Cuttack Gramya 
Bank. This cow with a female calf was 
yielding 7 litres of milk per day. This cow 
remained dry for 5 months and calved for 
the second time a female calf during January 
1983 and yielded 7% litres a day. The cow 
calved for the third time a female; celf on 
1st March 1984 and yielded 8 litres a day. 
The first calf of the first cow calved on the 
4st April 1984 a female calf and yields 


°g litres a day. 


He purchased the second cow on the 
13th May 1982 which celved a male. calf 
after 2. deys of purchase and yielded only 
6 litres of milk a day.. This cow: calved 


again a male calf on the 10th December 
1984 and yielded 9 litres per day. His 
total milk yield during January 1985 per 
dayis 22 to 24 litres a day Out of 
which he consumes about 2 to 3 litres and 
sells 10 litres of milk for Rs. 30 and 
Converts 10 litres to 2 Kgs. khua and sells 
at the rate of Rs. 20 per Kg. The total 
receipt per day is Rs. 70 per day and the 
expenditure on feed and straw, etc., is 
Rs. 45 per day. Thus the net total | profit 
is Rs. 25 per day by which he Maintains 
his family. He also gets Rs. 500 from cow: 
dung manure. 


Shri Arjuna Behera 


Shri Arjuna Behera a Partially handi- 
capped E.R. R. P. landless beneficiary of 
village Radhagovindpur in Athgarh Block 
of Cuttack district was maintaining his family 
with difficulty by gtazing the cows and 
buffaloes of his village. He Was not 
getting 2 square meals a day and some- 
times lives on charty of the 


Co-villagers, 
As he has a_ short leg is not given 
preference for daily labour. He got 10 
ewes with2 lambs on loan of E.R.R.P. Scheme 


at acostof Rs. 1,200 and c 
Sheep pen after receipt of a fur 
Rs, 200 from the bank, 
ewes on the 2nd March 1983 through the 
State Bank of India, Athgarh. He got 28 
lambs subsequently out of Which 15 Were 
female 13 (thirteen) males. as one of the 
ewes had breeding difficulties was sold 
alongwith four more male lambs after attain- 
ing good weight at a teceipt of Rs. 335, 
He has now repaid Rs, 250 towar 
principal loan Component 
spent Rs. 85 towards 


Onstructed a 
ther loan of 
He received the 


interest after 
adulthood 
He has now 19 


the 11 male lambs teach the 
about 5 to 6 months, 

ewes and 16 lambs out 
males and 11 are females, 


Shri Sunder Mohan Barik 

Shri Sunder Mohan Barik is an 
beneficiary of Kahanrali Village of 
Block in Balasore district. 
dairy unit as 
had only 125 decimals of 
15 decimals of homestead | 
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of the paternal inherited property. His 
family consisting of four members including 
himself, his wife, daughter of 14 years 
and son of 10 years were maintained liveli- 
hood by the income of Shri Sunder mohan 
from milk business by selling others milk in 
Remuna and Balasore town, share cultiva- 
tion of some marginal lands of som e 
co-villagers and on daily labourer in other's 
field and houses when he could not get 
milk from othes on festival 


occasions. 
The b.re maintenance of the family with 
difficulty was Some times intolerable 


suificing only for 2 meals without nutrients 


as milk, fish, meat or €ggs and nothing was 


left for a rainy day or for treatment of 
diseases. 


At this juncture Shri Barik came in touch 
with the Additional Veterinary Assistant 
Surgeon and as On identified |. R. Dp. bene- 
ficiary got the Ist Jorsey cross bred cow on 


of India, Remuna on 
at a cost of Rs. 3,500 and 


Cost of cow shed. The 1st cow 
Was purchased With a f 


8 Its. The female calf d 


ene 2nd cow Was purchased by him on 
1983 at 4 me, S@Me Bank of India on 16-3- 

at a cost of Rs. 3,400, This 2nd cow 
anh Bee aeithivar imate calf - yielding 
after shat 3 day and this calf also died 
dry for ane pemine This. cow | remaitiad 
Vielded 8 to a1 +,°"4 Calved a male calf and 
dry for abe ae daily. This cow is Ree 
73 months. Months ang pregnant fo 


His average d 


food ally expenditure on cattle 


's_Rs. a day ily 
d the average dal 
Come js near} an : 
y Rs, 3 milk: 
& has repaid R 5 from sale of 


lo S- 4,462 towards the capital 
an. ue 000 has been received by Bank 
the ‘eta! from Government and. Rs. 600 
total loa, pont loan if adjusted towards the 
an of Rs. -000 the balance of capital 


loan will be only Rs. 938 and its interest. 
He was talking of repaying this small 
amount in a month or two. 


In the meanwhile he has been able to 
purchase 20 decimals of paddy lands with 
perennial irrigation facilities and ornaments 
and utensils worth Rs. 500 to Rs. 700 for 
his daughter’s marriage. He is also main- 
taining a boy servant since about a year for 
assistance and is able to pay Rs. 25 a month 
after food and clothing. His children are 
able to get milk and curd daily and nutritions 
non-vegetarian food as fish, meat and eggs 
3 to 4 times a day. He is <ble te spare 
for medicines for his children and animals. 
He says that he is never in want of any- 
thing that is required for his family and for 
that he is grateful to the cows and the 
Government for |. R. D. P. loan. 


Shri Udayanath Pradhan 

Shri Udayanath Pradhan of village Balipur 
in Bonth block of Balasore district is an 
I.R.D. beneficiary and he was supplied with 


a cross-bred cow with cross-bred holstain 
Trieson female calf on 26-3-1981. This 
cow delivered 3 more male calves and died. 
The 1st female calf with Holstain Trieson 
blood became cow and has delivered 2 
female calves out of which one had died. 
Now Shri Pradhan has one Holstain cross- 
bred cow, one female calf and 3 male calves. 
Health condition of all these five animals is 
very good. The 1st cow received by him 
on loan was yeilding only 9 Its. a day 
whereas her daughter yeilds 17 Its. a’ day 
during peak period. During her 2nd lacta- 
tion this 2nd cow yields 12 lis. a day. 


This beneficiery Shri Pradhan has already 
repaid the loan in full after deduction of 
334 per cent of subsidy and with interest. 
He has purchased 3 acres of cultivable land 
at a cost of Rs. 18,000 and has installed 
a pump set for irrigation out of profit of 
this dairy unit. 


He has maintained a detailed account of 
exact expenditure and income from the datg, 
of receipt of the cow. 


(Source—Collected through personel contect by Dr. Satrughana Mishra, Veterenary 


Information Officer). 


a 


ORISSA DISTRICT GAZETTEERS COMPREHENSIVE 
AND AUTHENTIC ORISSIAN STUDIES NOW AVAILABLE 
FOR SALE 


The Gazetteers organisation of the Revenue Department brought out 
10 publications relating to the Districts of Koraput, Mayurbhanj, Balangir, 
Sambalpur, Dhenkanal, Sundergarh, Puri, Kalahandi, Baudh-Khandamals 
and Oriya version of Dhenkanal. They comprise the most comprehensive 
and authentic source of knowledge concerning each district, covering 
different aspects of Orissian studies. They are of immense value for 
different institutions, schools and general readers. Deluxe bound District 
Gazeiteers of the above districts are now available for sale with the 


Director of Printing, Stationery and Publications, Orissa, Cuttack and its 


branches. 
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